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TWENTY-NINE AIF FELLOWS
EMBARK ON TEN MONTHS IN INDIA

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

(April 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011)
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fundraising

32%
$283,095

16%
$235,641

TOTAL: $1,489,679

TOTAL: $872,033

Note: These financial statements are unaudited and may contain certain estimates and assumptions.
Program services include: Grantmaking, William J. Clinton Fellowship for Service in India, Digital Equalizer, Donor Advised Grants, and Donor Education.

PARTNERSHIPS
(Signed July 1 - September 30, 2011)
Organization

Amount

Area

Purpose

EDUCATION
Cohesion Foundation Trust

$222,222

Gujarat

To provide universal education coverage by reducing child migration to less than
5% if children in affected villages, addressing learning defecits and working with
government teachers to improve teaching practices.

Lokadrusti

$89.235

Odisha

To provide universal education coverage by reducing child migration to less than
5%, working with government teachers to improve teaching practices and monitor
results.

Nidan
Vikas Sahyog Pratishthan

$82,433
$77,048

Bihar
Maharashtra

To achieve universal coverage of age appropriate learning for children ages 3-6,
influence teaching and grading practices in government schools.
To achieve universal education coverage, reduce child migration to less than 5%,
address learning deficits and work with government schools to improve teaching
practices and strengthen capacity.

LIVELIHOOD
Dream and Beauty Charitable Trust

5

KNOWLEDGE SEMINAR
DRAWS CAPACITY CROWD,
INSPIRES SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT

$44,444

Punjab

To train 500 youths ages 18-30 for 3 months and place at least 75% of them in
formal sector jobs, as well as establish a MAST center and alumni center.

UPCOMING AIF EVENTS
NOVEMBER 18
10th Anniversary Symposium:
“Women’s Rights as Human Rights”
Citi Auditorium, New York City
Annual Chicago Gala
Union Station, Chicago
DECEMBER 3
Annual New England Gala
Rennaisance Waterfront Hotel, Boston, MA
DECEMBER 10
Southern California Annual Gala
Venue TBA
For more information, please visit www.aif.org/events

MATCH YOUR GIFT TO AIF!
Matching Gifts are an easy way to double or
even triple your gift to AIF!
Please check with your employer to see if
your gift can be matched through a company matching gift program.
You can contact us at workplacegiving@aif.
org.
It’s easy to apply. Help us make AIF’s vision
of social and economic change for the marginalized in India a reality.

Incoming Clinton Fellows with US Ambassador Peter Burleigh.

“For myself, and many of the other AIF Fellows participating this year, this is not our
first time to explore India and it is not likely
to be our last. I have come to India several different times… however, I have never worked
abroad as an ‘expat’ and experienced India’s
work culture first hand. This is without a
doubt going to be an exciting and challenging component of the Fellowship we will all
experience. I am very much looking forward
to it,” mused Michael Shulte, 23, during his
fellowship orientation. Michael is about to
start a ten-month placement with Empower
Pragati’s vocational training programs in
Ahmedabad as part of AIF’s William J. Clinton Fellowship for Service in India.
On September 12, twenty-nine young professionals congregated in Delhi for their
orientation into this prestigious fellowship
program. This year’s class brings together
an even brighter and more diversified class
than those before them, with backgrounds in
education, livelihoods, youth development,
public health and human rights.
“The ten-day Fellowship orientation provides
the opportunity for Fellows to learn about living and working in India, but more importantly, creates a cohesive team mentality that
brings individuals from various backgrounds
together. We hope the orientation will prepare and energize each Fellow for their ten
months ahead,” said Karl Gruschow, Program Manager of the Fellowship.

AIF is also piloting two new initiatives in
the 2011-2012 Fellowship program. The first
is that the program will now include Indian
citizens; four of this year’s Fellows were chosen from India’s leading social sector universities by a competitive selection process. The
second is the addition of a “Social Enterprise”
placement track, whereby five social enterprises have been allotted Fellows with the
goal of providing resources to organizations
that focus on innovations to produce scalable
and sustainable social change in India.
This year’s orientation hosted a variety of
activities, including a mentor conference,
health and cultural speakers, and a Fellowship alumni panel. Additional speakers,
such as Indian Express Editor, Shekar Gupta,
and AIF Public Health and India Advisory
Council Member, Rajiv Tandon, were invited
to inform Fellows on issues specific to India,
particularly as they relate to the development
sector.
The Fellows also had several opportunities
to get to know one another through activities
such as a scavenger hunt and other social engagements. An AIF India Advisory Council
Member, Mr. O.P. Vaish, hosted the Fellows
for tea and conversations about development
at his home. U.S. Ambassador Peter Burleigh
hosted the Fellows at his home as well, where
he provided advice to the young professionals
and shared his own experiences as a Peace
Corps volunteer in Southeast Asia.
(Continued on page 2)

(l to r) President Kalam, Paula Bennett, and Victor Menezes
during the keynote address at the MAST Summit in Delhi.

On August 3, 2011, the American India Foundation
(AIF), in partnership with the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), and sponsored by the
Central Bank of India, held its 3rd annual Knowledge Seminar on skills development at the India
Habitat Centre in Delhi. Titled “Skilling India’s
Youth: Successes, Lessons and the Way Forward,”
the event discussed the various aspects and challenges of skills development and vocational training in India. Among the many distinguished and
prominent participants, former Indian President
Dr. Abdul Kalam gave the keynote address, emphasizing the importance of developing the skill sets of
India’s youth.
The national event attracted experts in the development and education sectors, as well as an audience
of government officials, educators, and representatives from businesses and non-profit organizations. Among the many notable guests were Dilip
Chenoy, MD and CEO, NSDC; Manish Sabharwal,
CEO, Teamlease; RK Dubey, Executive Director,
Central Bank of India; Shyamala Deshpande, President of HR, Café Coffee Day; Arbind Singh, CEO,
Nidan; and Venkat Srinivasan, Founder, English
Helper. Also included was a special address by Paul
Kazarian, founder and CEO of Japonica Partners
and the Charles & Agnes Kazarian Foundation,
in which he presented a special report on “Global
Benchmarks and High Value Best Practices for Improving Performance in Massive Scale Youth Skilling.” The report featured the results of a year-long
study covering organizations from across the globe
on the best practices for addressing the critical need
to rapidly advance skills training for youth in the 16
to 30 year old range.
(Continued on page 2)

AIF IN ACTION
AIF HOSTS PREMIERE OF “THE
SOUND OF MUMBAI: A MUSICAL”

KNOWLEDGE SEMINAR (continued)

MAST program graduates with disabilities discuss how MAST changed their lives.

Continued from Page 1 The speakers, all experts
in their respective fields, came together to discuss the necessity of India’s youth developing
marketable skills in order for India to be able
to thrive in an increasingly competitive and
shifting global economy. The key focus was
to share ideas on how different organizations
in the private and public sectors will take on
the challenge of making skills development
accessible to the adolescent population. Ideas
included suggestions for action on the part of
not only NGOs and corporate funding, but
also the government and the Central Bank of
India.
The role of the Central Bank was punctuated
by a speech by Mr. Dubey in which he spoke

of the growth of the historic institution, from
its founding in 1911 to
its country wide network of influence today.
The Central Bank of India is now using its wide
sphere of influence to
support many activities
in the development sector, including providing
financing for rickshaw
pullers and granting
aid that goes to students
who come from disadvantaged families.

A high note of the event and an inspirational
moment was when several MAST graduates
with disabilities took the stage to discuss how
the MAST program has helped them reach
their goals. Each of the graduates, who have
all gained employment since completing
MAST, discussed challenges they faced and
obstacles they’ve overcome to reach the point
where they now contribute to their families’
livelihoods. Their panel truly demonstrated
the results that are possible through successful livelihoods training.
The seminar also saw the launch of Financial
Literacy modules created through a partnership between AIF and Citibank. Announced
by President Kalam with Paula Bennett, Di-

rector of Corporate Citizenship, Citi Asia
Pacific, and Victor Menezes, Chairperson,
AIF, on hand, these modules will help benefit
AIF’s Market Aligned Skills Training (MAST)
program.
The final resounding point of the seminar was
President Abdul Kalam’s speech on the multidimensionality of educating Indian youth
for employment. An anecdote about his former driver who, through the self-motivation
to educate himself, transformed his life and
became an assistant professor, illustrated this
point perfectly. Kalam then discussed the gap
between the demand for and supply of employable, skilled workers, a market failure that
will negatively affect almost every industry if
action is not taken to significantly increase
skill-based education, and offered recommendations for the path that government, NGOs,
and other organizations should follow to ensure that this education reaches India’s youth.
President Kalam summed up the moving and
productive seminar by saying, “I am sure the
deliberations in the Seminar will result in evolution of policies, tools, and methods for realizing the goals of skill development in a time
bound manner. India has to evolve a unique
system of skill development with employability as a focus and continuous growth of talent
and growth of individual.”

“Director Sarah McCarthy (center, front) is surrounded by AIF’s Chicago Chapter
at the ‘Sound of Mumbai: A Musical’ Premiere.”

In celebration of India’s Day of Independence and the American
India Foundation’s (AIF) 10th anniversary, 320 AIF friends and
supporters gathered at Chicago’s Spertus Institute on August
14, 2011 to attend the Chicago premiere and private screening of
the new documentary film: “The Sound of Mumbai: A Musical.”
Hosted by AIF’s Chicago Trustees, who leveraged their considerable networks and resources to bring out the “Who’s Who” of
Chicago, the event, a first of its kind for AIF’s Midwest Chapter,
drew prominent leaders from business, academia, medicine, and
technology. The afternoon private screening event also included a
Q & A with Director Sarah McCarthy and a cocktail reception after
the film. Chicago Trustee and 2011 Gala Chair Harit Talwar was
inspired to bring McCarthy to Chicago after attending a London
screening of the film. Mr. Talwar and his wife Reena, and fellow
AIF Trustees Arjun and Anu Aggrawal; Raj and Seema Bhatia; Vimal and Bulbul Bahuguna; and Mukesh and Nita Gangwal were
event sponsors. “The Sound of Mumbai: A Musical” will premiere
nationally on HBO this fall.

For more on this event, please visit AIF’s media
page at http://www.aif.org/news.

The film follows a group of disadvantaged Mumbai schoolchildren
as they rehearse “The Sound of Music” for a future performance
at Mumbai’s prestigious National Centre for the Performing Arts,
providing a glimpse into the challenging lives they lead outside
the world of the arts. One child, eleven-year-old Ashish, has hopes
that his role in “The Sound of Music” is his ticket out of the Mumbai slums: this is portrayed in vivid contrast with a fellow cast
member who enjoys middle class privileges of private schooling,
private lessons and a family who supports her vocational goals. As
a result of her work with Ashish and other marginalized children,
Ms. McCarthy started a foundation that will provide educational
scholarships for the children featured in the film. Harit Talwar,
in his introductory remarks on the film, touched on AIF’s work in
impoverished and marginalized communities in India and AIF’s
shared philanthropic goals with the filmmaker. The media outlets
TV Asia and Pioneer Press covered the event: to see a slide show,
please visit: http://www.suntimes.com/photos/galleries/index.
html?story=7074021.

Continued from Page 1 “Orientation was a great beginning to the Fellowship experience because it gave us a good opportunity to get to
know each other and provided us with new ideas specific to India and
the development sector. It has been inspiring to meet so many people,
especially Americans, who are committed to this work in India,” said
Kanupriya Tandon, 24, an Indian citizen Fellow from New Delhi who
will be working with AIF’s Market Aligned Skills Training (MAST)
program. While the task ahead may be rigorous, Ms. Tandon, like the
rest of her cohorts, is greatly looking forward to the challenge.
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Fellows at AIF India Advisory Council Member Mr. O.P. Vaish’s house.
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AIF’S BAY AREA CHAPTER ANNUAL GALA,
1ST ANNUAL YOUTH SUMMIT HUGE SUCCESSES

A WORD FROM OUR CEO
Dear Friends,

The American India Foundation’s Bay Area Chapter held
two highly successful events in
August and September, hosting AIF’s 1st Annual Youth
Summit on August 1 and the
8th Annual Bay Area Gala on
September 10. Both occasions
superseded even the planners’
expectations and served as
further indication that AIF’s
influence in the Bay Area is
steadily increasing.

As I write to you at the end of September, AIF is gearing up
for a hectic event season with galas celebrating philanthropy
scheduled in the Mid West, New England, Southern California,
and the Washington DC area, as well as a Knowledge Seminar
focused on gender issues in New York.

FELLOWSHIP ORIENTATION (continued)

To learn more about this year’s Fellowship class, please visit http://
www.aifclintonfellowship.org/blog. We encourage the AIF community
to read and comment on the Fellows’ blog posts.

AIF IN YOUR community

In my last letter to you, in the 2011 Vol. 2 newsletter, I wrote
that I would be transitioning into the role of Country Director
in India, based in New Delhi. However, due to personal reasons and with the Board’s approval, I decided that I will continue with my current role of CEO based in New York. While I
was excited to begin a new journey in India as Country Director, I am even more excited that this decision allowed us to
hire Neelima Khetan as the Country Director of AIF, effective
September 12th. Neelima comes to us with a rich background
in esteemed development organizations, having worked with
Pradan, Seva Mandir, and IRMA (Institute of Rural Management, Anand) and has also received the Lakshmipat Singhania-IIM Lucknow National Leadership Award from India’s
Prime Minister. I am extremely pleased that we have been able
to bring in such a promising leader who will incidentally be
our first female Country Director. I am sure that our programs
are in the best hands possible and that this addition will help
us continue on our upward trajectory.

More than 125 people came together at AIF’s inaugural Youth
Summit, which showcased the
AIF Vice-Chair Lata Krishnan presenting inspiring work of young social
award to Honoree Shelley Rubin at the activists from both India and
Annual Bay Area Gala.
the United States. Projects
included education programs for rural migrant children in Gujarat
through AIF’s Learning and Migration Program (LAMP); films produced by students from Bangalore who participated in AIF’s Digital
Equalizer Program; and a panel on youth empowerment through

sports. Sponsored by eBay, the event was a demonstrable success and
a great start to what is sure to be an exciting event for years to come.
AIF’s Annual Bay Area Gala, which celebrated AIF’s 10th anniversary,
raised more than $1.4 million to benefit AIF’s programs in India. With
a theme of “Celebrating a Decade of Impact,” the event honored leading development advocates and philanthropists Dr. Kiran Bedi, Dr.
Desh Deshpande, and Shelly Rubin, and drew more than 550 people
to San Francisco’s beautiful City View at Metreon, one of San Francisco’s premiere downtown venues. Receiving the AIF Leadership in
Philanthropy Award, Dr. Deshpande reflected, “I admire how [AIF
can] connect tens of thousands of people emotionally who are living
outside India. Some can give a dollar, some can give a million. Some
can give an hour, and some can give a whole year.” The evening also
highlighted AIF’s LAMP program for its years of successful education
initiatives, and a successful fundraising drive in support of high-quality education for children in migration-prone regions across India took
place. “We are celebrating philanthropy tonight,” AIF’s Vice Chair Lata
Krishnan said, “We’ve positively touched 1.5 million people all across
India – educating the forgotten children, and empowering disenfranchised people with livelihoods – but what we’ve also created is a group
of people in the U.S. who care about philanthropy.” Poorna Jagannathan, star of the popular Bollywood film “Delhi Belly,” acted as the
emcee for the evening.

REACH FOR THE SKY: AIF-YP NEW ENGLAND
RAISES AWARENESS OF AIF LAMP PROGRAM

Lastly, I would like to applaud the success that we’ve had at the
New York and Bay Area Galas. Collectively we raised $3.2 million, with over 500 guests turning out for each event. One aspect of the Bay Area event that deserves special mention is that
this year’s gala was more informal, providing increased social
networking time for the attendees. This change was very well
received, and I would like to commend Lata Krishnan, who,
along with staff and other stakeholders, took a bold step in deviating from the traditional gala format with amazing results.

troduction to AIF and LAMP, the attendees built and flew their colorful kites, which attracted many passersby to learn about AIF, their
programs in India and in the U.S., and the NEYP chapter. Following the
success of last year’s kite flying, the NEYP group decided to add a few
more activities this year. Following the kite flying, some of the participants organized games of dodgeball and tag, which people aged young
and old participated in. A henna artist was also brought along this year,
who applied tattoos for many people throughout the afternoon. Samosas, Aloo Tikki, Bhel Puri, and other delicious Indian foods were donated for the second year in a row by the Passage to India restaurant in
Porter Square, Cambridge’s oldest Indian restaurant.

It is always heartwarming for me to see so many people with
an interest in making a change in India come together to share
their ideas with others at events like this; each event I attend
reiterates the trust that all of you have in AIF, and the importance of your generosity in helping marginalized people of India to help themselves. I can’t say enough about how blessed
I feel being part of an organization that evokes such trust and
garners so much support for a cause dear to us all.

AIF supporters enjoying a day flying kites at the Boston Harbor Islands in
support of LAMP.

In gratitude and service,

Sanjay Sinho
CEO
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The American India Foundation’s New England Young Professionals
(NEYP) hosted their 2nd annual “Reach for the Sky” event on August
6th at Spectacle Island in Boston, an outing designed to raise awareness about AIF’s Learning and Migration Program (LAMP). Over sixty
attendees arrived at picturesque Boston Harbor for the occasion, which
was sponsored by Rage Frameworks.

For the group, the kites flown were symbolic of AIF’s LAMP program,
which provides continuous schooling for the children of migrant workers. Because so many of these children are forced to constantly shift
schools as their parents migrate throughout India for work, there are
often gaps in their education at best and complete withdrawal from
school at worst. The LAMP program seeks to provide them with stability in their schooling, so that their educational needs are properly met,
and so that they can “Reach for the Sky” with their goals and dreams.

After a cloudy morning that held the threat of rain, the sky cleared up
for a beautiful afternoon on the island. At one o’clock, following an in-

For more on the Learning and Migration Program, please visit http://
www.aif.org/lamp-overview.

