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Bhagyaluxmi availed a loan to enhance her shop through a revolving fund for HIV positive women. LEPRA Society, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. Cover: Aarti Kumari, 7 years old, explores math through colorful learning tools. Nidan, Patna, Bihar.
Back Cover: A community health worker (left) visits a new mother (right) and her son after her first in-hospital delivery. MAMTA, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.



The desire for change 
lies within everyone. 

AIF catalyzes this desire into 
innovation, entrepreneurship 

and action. 

Transforming the desire for 
a better life into reality. 

By providing knowledge. 
Funding. 

Networking. 
Support. 

AIF is the power to make a difference. 

AIF is change raised to a higher level.

Ratan (center) and friends attend school in their home village while their parents migrate to work in salt pans. Cohesion Foundation Trust, Kutch, Gujarat. 
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The American India Foundation (AIF) is dedicated 
to catalyzing social and economic change in India.

To contribute to building an India where all people 
can gain access to education, health care, and live-
lihood opportunities, and where all Indians can re-
alize their full potential.

To build a trusted bridge between the dreams and 
aspirations of individuals who care about India and 
their realization. 

To provide a secure channel for philanthropic fund-
ing in the United States and its effective investment 
in the best Indian non-governmental organizations 
that have innovative and scalable projects.

To build a professional organization that is secular, 
transparent, credible and accountable for all its ac-
tivities.

Reena, a community health outreach worker, distributes contraceptives. MAMTA, Patna, Bihar. 

mission 

vision
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Dear Friends:

Thank you for your interest in the American India Foundation. I 
hope you enjoy reading about all AIF has accomplished in India 
over the past year – especially through its efforts focusing on young 
people. Recognizing that today’s youth has more power to change 
the course of our future than any previous generation, AIF centers 
its work around young people in India and in the United States.

Young people under the age of 15 make up nearly a third of the 
population in India. Ensuring that they have a healthy start, a good 
education, and economic opportunity is essential to sustaining In-
dia’s growth. Through its initiatives in these areas, AIF is helping 
to give even children in marginalized communities a real chance to 
thrive in the global economy of the 21st century.

Equally vital is AIF’s commitment to inspiring young Americans 
to care for India. Through its Service Corps Fellowship, young pro-
fessionals volunteer their services to build the capacity of Indian 
NGOs. In the process, they interact on a personal level with people 
in poor and largely forgotten places, and they gain the invaluable 
experience of putting their idealism to work.

Across the United States, young people are stepping up to help 
create change in India. Through its junior and young professional 
chapters, AIF is helping a new generation of philanthropists enter 
the arena with smart ideas to generate resources and passion to 
implement them.

The young people whose lives AIF touches today will play an in-
creasingly important role in achieving an India where all citizens 
have the opportunity to live up to their full potential. But realizing 
this vision is possible only through collective action. Please con-
tinue to join AIF on this journey and help us to be catalysts for 
change in India.

Sincerely,

William Jefferson Clinton

from our honorary chair

Children of migrant workers matriculate into a government-run school in Vanddi Village. Yusuf Meherally Center, Mundra, Gujarat. 
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Dear Friends:

“Whenever in doubt… apply the following test: recall the face of the poor-
est and the weakest man whom you may have seen and ask yourself 
if the step you are contemplating is going to be of any use to him, will 
he gain anything by it? Will it restore his control over his own life and 
destiny? In other words, will it lead to Swaraj for the hungry and spiritu-
ally starving millions? Then you will find your ‘doubts’ and your ‘self’ 
melting away.”        
				        	 - Mahatma Gandhi

Prabha is a baby girl who was born to Amit and Kumari in the 
slums of Patna. Prabha beat the odds just by being born alive. Her 
mother, a waste collector, had minimal access to health care during 
her pregnancy. Now that she is born, what are her chances of real-
izing her full potential? On average, they are quite low. Yet, we look 
at a girl like Prabha and recognize how a few resources, applied in 
a strategic manner, can bring about a change in the trajectory of an 
infant’s life.  

Given gender discrimination and the status of Prabha’s parents, 
she is the type of person that Gandhiji is referring to in his state-
ment.  We recognize that access to health, good nutrition and basic 
preventive care will maximize the chances she can escape the high 
rates of mortality and low life expectancy that she faces. We recog-
nize that she needs to have at least an elementary school education 
because of the positive effects that will have for her and her chil-
dren. And we recognize that a secure livelihood for her parents will 
enable her to reap socio-economic benefits. 

We recognize that in the face of steep odds, we can make a real dif-
ference in lives. We believe that change is possible, and that if we 
join together to pool our resources, our ideas and our passion, we 
will make a difference. This is why we are passionate about AIF.  

We have come a long way in the past seven years and with your 
support have built a solid track record and program base. Over the 
past year, we have created a top-level team of seasoned profession-
als. With a new leadership team led by Dr. Sanjay Sinho, our new 
Chief Executive Officer, we are poised to consolidate our gains and 
achieve greater results.

As the organization grows into its next phase, it is crucial that we 
continue to engage supporters like you. We would not be where we 
are without you, and we cannot get to where we want to go without 
you. We thank you for your support.

With regards,

from our board

Aspiring medical assistants receive on the job training at a local hospital through a market-led vocational training course. Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra, Ranchi, Jharkhand. 

Victor Menezes 	    Rajat Gupta	 Lata Krishnan 	 Pradeep Kashyap 
   Co-Chair	      Co-Chair	    Vice Chair	     Vice Chair
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Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Trustees and staff of AIF, 

I am pleased to present the 2007-08 Annual Report.

The past year was one of changes for AIF.  In our focus areas, 

we have hit our stride and are systematically using all the le-

vers available to us to create long-term sustainable change in 

the communities in which we work.  This year has also seen 

some significant internal changes at AIF that mark the organi-

zation’s transition out of our start-up phase.  

On the ground in India, two developments highlight the ways 

in which AIF is catalyzing change:

1. Achieving scale through advocacy and government partner-

ships:  AIF has succeeded in working with a range of state gov-

ernments and the central government to create policies and 

direct resources toward programs that we have demonstrated 

successfully.  

• In the Digital Equalizer program, we have partnerships with 

the governments of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab, Oris-

sa, Tamil Nadu, and Rajasthan, which have enabled a ten-fold 

growth in the program.  We have now touched the lives of over 

600,000 children.  

•  In education, our Learning and Migration Program (LAMP) 

partners have worked with the state governments of Andhra 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Orissa to vastly increase 

the number of children covered.  For the 2008-09 school 

year, these state governments are supporting the education of 

562,000 children of seasonal migrants.  

• In livelihood, the governments of Andhra Pradesh and Guja-

rat have partnered with us in our market-led vocational train-

ing program with which we aim to prepare 100,000 youth 

across India for jobs in high-growth industries by 2010.  To 

this end, we are also in negotiations with the governments 

of Bihar, Jharkhand and Rajasthan to implement similar pro-

grams in their states.

• In public health, partner NGOs in 5 states are reaching over 

400,000 people with information about HIV/AIDS preven-

tion and treatment.  We have also launched a partnership with 

the Urban Health Resource Center, a pioneering step toward 

engaging with India’s National Urban Health Mission to bring 

primary care clinics to underserved and excluded minority 

communities.   

2. Innovative funding that gives access to private sector resources:  

In keeping with AIF’s desire to bring best practices of the pri-

vate sector to civil society organizations, AIF has evolved dif-

ferent investment strategies.

•  Investment as collateral:  The Rickshaw Sangh model, which 

enables cycle rickshaw drivers to own their rickshaws through 

accessing commercial loans, is being implemented in five cit-

ies.  In four of these cities, AIF has provided a first-loss deposit 

guarantee to Punjab National Bank, which then provides loans 

to rickshaw drivers to own their vehicles.  In this model, our 

investment has resulted in a 10-fold leverage and has facilitat-

ed a relationship between India’s third largest bank and some 

of its poorest urban residents. 

•  Loans as a component of grants:  In Patna, our partner orga-

nization Nidan has created a business called Swachh, which is 

a worker-owned enterprise of street sweepers and waste collec-

tors.  A third of AIF’s partnership with Nidan is in the form of 

a loan facilitated by AIF that will be repaid with revenues from 

the venture.  By making part of AIF’s investment a returnable 

loan, Nidan will have greater incentive to make its operations 

fiscally disciplined.

• Social Enterprise Fund:  AIF has begun examining  the fea-

sibility of a social enterprise fund, which would make invest-

ments in non-profit organizations for activities that can gener-

ate profit and have a social impact.  The profit can then be used 

from our chief executive officer

to impact a wider network of people or provide other essential 

complementary services. Currently in the conceptualization 

stage, we intend to launch the Fund in the coming year.

In the coming year, AIF is undertaking a comprehensive stra-

tegic planning exercise to provide greater organizational focus 

and identify new organizational systems that will improve our 

ability to catalyze change. The three major initiatives we in-

tend to undertake are:

1. Measuring our impact – Whereas measuring profit is an 

easy indicator of success in business, measuring performance 

in philanthropy can be “fiendishly tricky.” (The Economist, 

July 6, 2008). We will be more diligent, objective and rigorous 

in assessing the impact of our work going forward.  To do this, 

we will create better monitoring and evaluation systems that 

will enable us to make tough investment choices with our lim-

ited resources. We will be mindful of the long time over which 

societal change happens, but will use impact measurements 

to make sure that we are on the right path.

2. Integrating our programs – We recognize that poverty is 

multi-dimensional and no single program can change a com-

munity.  Therefore, we intend to integrate and coordinate our 

programs in such a manner that the communities we work 

with will receive comprehensive support from AIF and its 

partner NGOs.  We will have a set of common minimum ser-

vices across our focus areas that will ensure we are helping to 

raise the living standards of the  community.  

3. Increasing our catalytic effect – We have had a fair degree 

of success in working with the government to achieve scale 

through influencing policy.  Going forward, we will be consis-

tent about keeping the objective of policy change at the center 

of our efforts.  By maintaining this discipline, we will increase 

the likelihood of our investments resulting in policies that 

benefit marginalized communities.

We want to express our deep appreciation to Pradeep 

Kashyap, Lata Krishnan and Shankar Venkateswaran, the 

founding executive team of AIF.  They provided the superb 

leadership that has guided AIF’s growth and established its 

presence as a catalyst in the Indian development sector.  The 

organization is indebted to them for their selfless service and 

visionary leadership and we are so pleased that they will con-

tinue their association with AIF in board and advisory roles.

I am also pleased to introduce our new Leadership Team, 

which includes Kris Dasgupta, Chief Operating Officer; Ethan 

Veneklasan, Regional Director, West Coast, Tarun Vij, India 

Country Director, and Smita, Education Program Director.  The 

leadership team members bring with them vast experience in 

the civil society sector in India and internationally, as well as in 

mobilizing resources from donors in the US and India.

We appreciate the trust you and all of AIF’s constituents have 

placed in us to continue building an effective catalyst for 

change in India.  Your participation in this organization is es-

sential and we thank you for your support.  

With gratitude,

Sanjay Sinho

Chief Executive Officer
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DE - Orissa 
154 Schools

Education Partners
Livelihood Partners
Public Health Partners
Service Corps Partners
Digital Equalizer Centers
Relief Partners

DE - Punjab
600 Schools

DE - Rajasthan
84 Schools

DE - Gujarat
(16 Graduated Schools)

DE - Maharashtra
(17 Graduated Schools)

DE - Karnataka
250 Schools (22 Graduated)

DE - Tamil Nadu
(7 Graduated Schools)

DE - Andhra Pradesh
96 Schools (26 Graduated)

DE - West Bengal
(25 Graduated Schools)

DE - Delhi
9 Schools (3 Graduated)

DE - Uttar Pradesh 
13 Schools (5 Graduated)

DE - Uttaranchal
(2 Graduated Schools)

IHO RATNEI
13 States Covering the North & North-East

DE - Kerala
(10 Graduated Schools)

snapshot of  AIF AIF presence in India

the  s i tua t ion

AIF  response  a reas

AIF ’s  opera t iona l  approaches

• 50 million children do not attend elementary school

• 90 percent of the workforce is in the informal sector with no income security or benefits

• 20 percent of maternal deaths and 20 percent of deaths of children under the age of 5 in the world occur in India

• Less than 10 percent of the population has access to the Internet

Livelihood
Increasing dignified livelihood 
options for unskilled workers

Public Health
Promoting and protecting 

health of women and children

Education
Primary education for 
migrants and urban 

marginalized children

Digital Equalizer
Increasing effectiveness 

of education through
the use of technology

Investing in NGOs to develop and 
scale innovative models of change

Developing leaders and social 
entrepreneurs to lead change 
movements

Partnering with donors to maximize 
philanthropic investment

Advocating with the government 
to create and implement effective 
policies
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( inclusion)

Solutions that catalyze change for the most 
marginalized communities demonstrate that 

no person or communities’ challenges are in-
surmountable. AIF’s programs are guided by the 

principle that change begins by creating opportunities 
for those in the direst need. 

Across its programs, AIF works with communities who are at the 
periphery of India’s progress due to social and economic factors. 

In the Learning and Migration Program, AIF educates children of 
parents who migrate seasonally out of economic distress. They tend 
to be those with the least economic opportunity in their home vil-
lages, with minimal or no land to cultivate. Migration brings little 
relief as they traverse long distances and live and work in deplor-
able conditions. 

Their children accompany them because there is no option to leave 
them behind in their villages. When given a safe and nurturing 
environment in which to leave their children, such as the seasonal 
hostels run by AIF, parents are eager to spare their children the 
hardship of migration. 

In working with people living with HIV/AIDS or at risk of the dis-
ease, AIF is reaching out to those who face frequent discrimination. 
In fact, many people do not even get tested because medical care is 
rarely available to them and they would face the added burden of 
discrimination if they are found to be HIV-positive. By educating 
people about the disease, encouraging HIV-testing, and connecting 
HIV patients to treatment facilities, AIF is making life better for 
people with little hope. 

In the safai mitra (friends of cleanliness) livelihood program imple-
mented in partnership with Nidan in Bihar, AIF is enabling waste 
collectors and rag pickers to become business owners through their 
collective ownership of the Swachh waste management enterprise.  
Among the urban poor, collecting waste from the streets is one of 
the most immediately accessible jobs, but also one fraught with 
danger, discrimination and a total lack of income security. Those 
engaged in this profession are at the bottom of the economic ladder. 
By being part of a professionally organized business, they are gain-
ing employment with dignity and income security.

From the Margins to the Mainstream

Left: Students at Akshay Pratishtan school make a documentary film on the rights of the differently-abled. Digital Equalizer, New Delhi. (Photo © Shikha Khanna) 
Right: Rahimanisha, HIV-positive, takes a stitching course to support her family. LEPRA Society, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh.  
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Left: Communities offer precious space in their slum to educate their children. Nidan, Patna, Bihar. 
Right: Safai Mitra (Friends of Cleanliness) organize into a collective for dignified and regular employment. (Photograph © Prashant Panjiar)

We congratulate Arbind Singh, Executive Director of Nidan, an AIF partner, for winning 
the Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2008.  The award was bestowed by Montek S. 
Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, during the India Economic Summit.  
All 3 finalists for the award, including Arbind Singh, Prema Gopalan of Swayam Shikshan 
Prayog and Brij Kothari of PlanetRead are AIF-Ashoka Fellows.
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(partnership)

The best solutions for complex problems 
come when a multitude of stakeholders 

join hands. AIF collaborates with the govern-
ment, the private sector, other foundations, and 

civil society organizations to translate collective 
strength into efficient solutions.

Market opportunities reach urban slums

For 30 million unemployed youth in India, the country’s growing 
economy is a mirage. Hampered by a lack of relevant skills, these 
youth are unable to tap into this growth.

In 2004, AIF invested in a market-led vocational training program 
for disadvantaged urban youth developed by Dr. Reddy’s Founda-
tion in Hyderabad in partnership with the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment and the UK Department for International Development. 
The program was designed to prepare them for employment in 
high-growth local industries that faced shortages of skilled workers.  
The program trained over 20,000 youth in nine cities of Andhra 
Pradesh and had a job placement rate in excess of 90 percent.

In 2006, Saath, an Ahmedabad-based NGO, saw the potential for 
replicating this program. AIF partnered with the CAP Foundation 
to provide the necessary technical assistance for Saath to adapt the 
model to Ahmedabad. With guidance from AIF, local industries 
and the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, three-month training 
modules were designed in areas such as customer relations and 
sales, information technology enabled services, BPO, hospitality, 
bedside patient assistance, and electronic repair. Corporations like 
Big Bazaar, Westside, Café Coffee Day, HDFC Bank Ltd, ICICI Bank 
Ltd and ABN Amro Bank NV as well as numerous call centers and 
hospitals began to recruit Saath trainees.  Over 4,600 young people 
trained under the project are now gainfully employed.

The government of Gujarat saw the immense potential of this proj-
ect and through the Gujarat Urban Development Mission matched 
AIF’s investment 3:1. With this influx, Saath is on track to train and 
employ 25,000 urban youth in 8 cities of Gujarat by 2010.

Over the past year, the program has expanded into Jharkhand, Chat-
tisgarh and Tamil Nadu. In Jharkhand the state government are 
partnering with the US Agency for International Development and 
AIF.  In Tamil Nadu, AIF is partnering with the United Nations De-
velopment Program to prepare young victims of the 2004 Tsunami 
for jobs. In addition to these four states, AIF has plans to expand 
into other states such as Rajasthan, Bihar, Punjab and West Bengal 
to prepare 100,000 youth for the workforce by 2010.

Strength in Sharing Resources

Kamlesh Thakur (left) and Pradeep Mistry (right) attend a vocational training course on electronics repair. Saath, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
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This (Sub)way to Self-Reliance
At age 23, Geeta Nayel is the first woman from her seven-person 
family to ever get “a real, respectable job,” as she put it, and bring 
home a regular salary.

When Geeta’s father, a barber in Ahmedabad, lost a hand in an acci-
dent she needed to help her family make ends meet. Geeta enrolled 
in Saath’s customer service and sales course after a friend assured 
her that the “class more or less comes with a job guarantee.” In-
deed, within 15 days of completing the training, Geeta and two of 
her classmates were hired by the local Subway restaurant.

In two months, Geeta was promoted to a team leader and her sal-
ary doubled. “I have a lot of responsibility – everything from inven-
tory to crisis management; I look after this whole branch,” she says 
proudly. “When our branch manager has a question about our site, 
I’m the first person he asks.”

Geeta’s colleagues, Praveen and Srimali, both 19, joined her at Sub-
way upon completing the Saath training. Praveen says at first he 
found it difficult to talk to customers but now he’s comfortable and 
articulate. “The training course taught us how to present ourselves 
in public spaces - now I’m confident when I meet people at work,” 
he explains.

So motivated is the trio that they are all pursuing further education. 
Geeta says, “Ahmedabad offers plenty of jobs for people with sales 
skills which I acquired by taking this course. This job has been great 
for me and once I finish my higher education, I’m going to do even 
better. I never thought I’d be able to act on all my ambitions, I feel 
like I can be anything now…”

Geeta Nayel works at Subway after completing a sales and customer service course. Saath, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
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(advocacy)

Transformational change occurs when 
governments partner with civil society to 

adopt policies based on impactful models. 
AIF and its partners have influenced policy at 

the national and state levels by demonstrating 
successful models of change. 

States escalate efforts to cover migrant children

An estimated 6 million children migrate with their parents sea-
sonally and most drop out of school during the migration period, 
impeding their continued education. Through AIF’s Learning and 
Migration Program (LAMP), partners now directly educate around 
30,000 children every year and concerted advocacy efforts have 
moved the government to support and scale up these models of 
education. This has resulted in a significant increase in the number 
of children being educated.

The Government of India’s Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (Universal El-
ementary Education) program has notified all states to identify and 
include children whose education is affected due to migration. The 
governments of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Orissa have committed 
to supporting and replicating seasonal hostels pioneered by AIF. In 
the 2008-09 school year, they are investing $12.5 million to educate 
145,000 children affected by migration.

Also this year, the Andhra Pradesh government partnered with six 
AIF-supported NGOs in Hyderabad to provide education to 26,000 
children of construction workers. This is the first LAMP site ben-
efitting migrant children in an urban environment.

Shaping Government Policy

Seasonal Hostel for boys. Yusuf Meherally Center, Kutch, Gujarat. (Photograph © Prashant Panjiar)
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Towards Higher Education: 
Yasmin Paves the Way

“Let me finish 10th grade, and then we can talk about next steps,” 
says Yasmin, a 14-year-old daughter of migrant fisherfolk, cognizant 
of the hurdles she overcame in order to attend a government-run 
school in Bhadreshwar, Gujarat. Already engaged to be married, 
Yasmin is thankful to be among the first girls in this predominantly 
Muslim community to enter 10th grade.

For eight months every year, Yasmin travelled to Mundra, a fishing 
town, where she attended a site school supported by Yusuf Mehe-
rally Center (YMC), an AIF LAMP partner.  However, the school did 
not have a class for 10th graders. When YMC teachers encouraged 
Yasmin’s family to allow her to attend a government-run school 
near her home village, her parents refused at first.

What is more, the school had deleted her name from its roster so 
Yasmin could not take the state entrance exams for 10th grade. 

Luckily for Yasmin, however, YMC had advocated with the state 
government to implement a policy that allows migrant children to 
re-enroll in the government schools in their home villages upon re-
turning from migration.  Yasmin is among the first to benefit from 
the new policy.  She took her exams in a government school in Bha-
dreshwar, passed, and is now enrolled as a 10th grader. Instead of 
returning to the sea with her family, Yasmin and her ten former site 
school classmates will stay in a YMC hostel nearby and commute to 
a government school while their parents migrate.

Yasmin’s parents were so overwhelmed by the persistence of the 
YMC teachers to educate their daughter, that they agreed to allow 
her to finish her studies. Imran, YMC’s Project Coordinator, says, 
“Yasmin will go further still in life. We continue to help her parents 
understand that girl students like her are rare and it would be a 
mistake if she had to quit now.”

Yasmin (left) is one of few girls in a Muslim fisherfolk community to attend high school. Yusuf Meherally Center, Mundra, Gujarat. 
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( scale)

AIF builds models from small pilot invest-
ments to a scale where they demonstrate 

the potential for triggering broad change in 
society. Many such models are delivering excep-

tional results, convincing governments and other 
donor agencies to continue scaling these projects. 

Youth take a lead in the digital world

AIF’s Digital Equalizer (DE) program enables thousands of chil-
dren in under-resourced schools to incorporate digital technology 
into their education and become better prepared to be part of the 
21st century workforce. Designed for grades 6 through 10 (ages 10-
14), a DE center is supported by AIF in a school for 3 years, and 
most function independently thereafter.

The DE program has had a remarkable growth path. Beginning 
with 49 schools in 2001-02, it  has grown to 1,500 schools in 2008-
09, enhancing the quality of education of over 600,000 children 
and 16,000 teachers.

In its first three years, DE operated mostly through investments 
of private individuals and corporations. AIF spent this time fine-
tuning the model and demonstrating its success. However, rapid 
expansion was needed to enable the millions of children who had 
never experienced technology as part of their education to catch up 
with the rest of the world.

AIF’s investment in the DE model bore fruit when state govern-
ments began to partner with it to grow the program. Punjab, 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Karnataka and Rajasthan invested in the 
infrastructure needed to set up and operate DE centers and AIF 
provided the training and ongoing operational support. For the 
2008-09 school year, AIF has added a partnership with the govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu to implement DE in 150 schools in coastal ar-
eas impacted by the 2004 tsunami. AIF is now achieving the same 
impact as earlier at 1/10th of the cost.

Now, corporate partners are providing DE the capital to innovate, 
enhance its model and expand into new geographies. The Adobe 
Youth Voices project has doubled its reach and is now in 25 schools 
with 700 students learning to use digital media to highlight social 
issues in their communities. 

Bold Solutions for Complex Problems

Students take turns experiencing digital learning in the classroom. Digital Equalizer, Rajasthan. (Photograph © Prashant Panjiar)
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Eye on the Community
For the last two years AIF has partnered with the Adobe Youth 
Voices (AYV) initiative to enrich the DE experience for teachers and 
students. Covering 25 schools in Delhi and Bangalore, AYV em-
powers underprivileged students to comment on their world using 
multimedia and digital tools. They learn to communicate and share 
ideas, demonstrate their potential, and take action in their commu-
nities.

Students get opportunities to create media projects, including vid-
eos, documentaries, photojournalism, animations, and websites. 
Consequently, they become active and engaged members of their 
communities.

14-year old Jagpreet attends a girls’ school outside of Delhi. As part 
of an AYV assignment, she and nine of her classmates had to make 
a 15-minute film on a topic of their choice. 

The film they made, Homework, tells the story of one girl’s struggle 
to keep up with the demands of school while confronting family 
circumstances adverse to studying. “What I liked most about our 
film,” Jagpreet explains, “is that even though the main character has 
to do hours of house work, she still did well in school. It is difficult 
being a good daughter and a good student. It is why some of my 
friends do not come to school.”

During the making of the film, Jagpreet remembers, “We worked 
really long hours writing, rewriting, filming, and especially editing. 
At first, our parents didn’t understand and were not supportive. I 
felt I was the character in the film.” 

Another challenge came from the community around them. Jag-
preet adds, “It was really difficult to shoot our film outside, people 
were always forming crowds, taunting us, telling us girls should not 
be out on the street interviewing people.” She proudly states that 
with the help of their teacher, “We ignored the crowds and eventu-
ally some people even stopped to tell us what a great job we are 
doing at such a young age!” 

Students in AYV, like Jagpreet and her peers, return with products 
that are eye-openers. Children as young as 10 years old have ex-
plored subjects such as pollution, a day in the life of waste-pickers, 
an adolescent’s appeal for parental trust, and much more. 

Jagpreet is so motivated that she now has her sights set on making 
another film. This time, “I want to do one on littering. I’m sick of 
all this filth around our streets. We must do something about it,” 
she asserts.

Jagpreet (left) and classmates interview residents for an assignment. Digital Equalizer, Gurgaon, Haryana.
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( innovation)

AIF believes old problems require new so-
lutions. AIF programs introduce a new way 

of doing things; by incorporating elements 
that contain fresh ideas, AIF has made a difference 

in the lives of many marginalized communities.

A life-size push for beleaguered rickshaw pullers

AIF’s Rickshaw Sangh initiative stands apart for the innovation that 
lies in its unique style of service delivery and design. It addresses 
underlying causes of poverty and promotes micro entrepreneur-
ship among urban poor and rural migrants.

Operational in 3 states – Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam – the pro-
gram enhances the quality of life of rickshaw drivers by enabling 
them to get loans from banks to buy their own rickshaws and bring-
ing them under the purview of formal banking services. 

For banks in search of new clients, India’s 8 million rickshaw driv-
ers present a $20 million business. However, on their own, these 
drivers lacked the credit-worthiness to get a loan to buy their rick-
shaw. By standing guarantor for them, AIF has succeeded in draw-
ing them into the financial system. For cash-strapped rickshaw 
drivers, this means the realization of forgotten dreams. And banks 
such as the Punjab National Bank, India’s third largest bank and 
AIF’s lead partner in this initiative, have added a whole new set of 
customers.

The Rickshaw Bank was conceptualized by a Guwahati-based NGO, 
Center for Rural Development (CRD), which was AIF’s first partner 
on the project. A new model rickshaw was designed by the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Guwahati. It is sturdier and lighter with 
increased luggage and leg space as well. 

AIF now works with four partners – Jan Mitra Nyas in Varanasi, 
Arthik Anusandhan Kendra in Allahabad, Pani in Lucknow in Uttar 
Pradesh, as well as Sammaan Foundation in Patna, Bihar.

Ajit Thakuria now owns his cycle rickshaw. Center for Rural Development, Guwahati, Assam. (Photograph ©Prashant Panjiar)

Fresh Approaches to Change
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No Longer a Blip on 
the Government Radar

“I came from a long line of silk producers,” remembers Julfikar Ali, 
a 32 year old cycle rickshaw driver in Varanasi. “I used to be a skilled 
artisan, proud of my work.” The collapse of the famed Varanasi silk 
industry in the mid-1990s led thousands of skilled artisans like 
Julfikar to begin driving a cycle rickshaw to make ends meet. 

After renting his rickshaw for nearly a decade, Julfikar recalls Febru-
ary 2, 2008: “This is one date I’ll never forget…I began financing my 
own cycle rickshaw through the help of the NGO, Jan Mitra Nyas.”

Julfikar, who had always paid a daily rental to a fleet owner, had 
never dreamed of owning a rickshaw. “Nobody owns their own rick-
shaw, it just isn’t done,” he says. Indeed, a rickshaw costs Rs 9,000 
($210), which most drivers could never save. Julfikar’s daily earning 
barely covered rent for the rickshaw, and sustained his family of 
six. He pedaled for 12 to 14 hours every day, under a blazing sun or 
torrential rain, lived on meager food, and in poor health. Like many 
of his colleagues, he too worked late into the night and often slept 
precariously in the rickshaw.

Today, the winds of change are sweeping Varanasi. Julfikar and his 
fellow drivers bear witness to this. With AIF standing guarantor for 
their loans, banks are extending credit to the drivers to own their 
rickshaws. Instead of daily rent they now pay daily installments. In 
a little over a year their rickshaws will be paid off and their future 
earnings will go into the well-being of their families.

Julfikar and his friends also get insurance and a license for the ve-
hicle, health insurance, uniform and identity cards. 

Fareeda Begam, Julfikar’s wife, notes the change in their lives, “Peo-
ple, including our neighbors and family, are surprised by how fancy 
his rickshaw is and show us more respect. Even our children are 
proud of it.”

Julfikar Ali, a cycle rickshaw driver, with his family. Jan Mitra Nyas, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 
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(capacity)

AIF seeks out the most promising NGOs 
and builds their capacity to address press-

ing social and economic issues. In addition to 
making financial investments, AIF exposes man-

agement and staff of the NGOs to innovative mod-
els and best practices in the sector. AIF also provides a 
platform for NGOs to come together to influence gov-
ernment policies.

Helping NGOs help themselves

Based in Chennai, YRG-CARE is a world-renowned research insti-
tute and comprehensive care and treatment provider for HIV/AIDS 
in India. Nearly a third of its patients come from hundreds of miles 
away in southern Andhra Pradesh (AP). Despite having the sixth 
highest prevalence of HIV in India, residents of AP have to travel 
long distances due to a lack of accessible medical facilities and the 
discrimination they face if they are found to be HIV-positive. 

Early diagnosis and routine monitoring is crucial to managing the 
HIV infection but a majority of the patients from AP find it un-
feasible to make frequent costly trips to Chennai. Recognizing the 
need to take support services directly to high risk regions of AP, 
AIF developed a partnership with YRG-CARE to extend their exper-
tise in HIV/AIDS to NGOs in AP. 

In collaboration with the Andhra Pradesh State AIDS Control So-
ciety (APSACS), YRG-CARE identified three NGOs in high preva-
lence areas and started giving technical assistance to provide treat-
ment, voluntary counseling and testing services.

YRG-CARE provides training to lab technicians, nurses, doctors, 
counselors, community health workers and outreach volunteers. 
In addition, each site is equipped with quality lab services, out-pa-
tient care and a pharmacy. The project covers a population of over 
300,000 people.

With AIF’s support, YRG-CARE will train and support these NGOs 
to reach 2,000 affected persons in two years, and equip 250 physi-
cians and nurses with relevant skills. With this network of NGOs in 
place in southern AP, there will be a significant base from which to 
combat HIV/AIDS more effectively, and these NGOs can also begin 
to look at other health concerns faced by the local population.

Strengthening Civil Society Institutions

After several home deliveries, Kanti Devi safely delivers her seventh child at a Public Health Center and receives birth control counseling. MAMTA, Patna, Bihar.
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Changing Lives, Positively
Desire Society, an NGO based in Medak District in Andhra Pradesh, 
runs a shelter for orphans and adults living with HIV/AIDS. Under 
AIF’s capacity building initiative, YRG-CARE trained Desire Society 
to run a voluntary counseling and testing center. What was once 
a shelter for 32 affected orphans and a handful of adults is now 
a clinic with a doctor, medical officer, counselor, lab technician, 
nurse, testing kits and pharmacy catering to a rural population of 
100,000.

Dr. Raj Kumar, a reputed doctor originally trained by YRG-CARE 
and APSACS, visits the clinic three times a week as a volunteer. Af-
ter decades of working and eventually owning his own hospitals in 
Hyderabad, Dr. Kumar was seeking a way to contribute positively at 
the community level. “Before YRG-CARE and AIF came in to create 
a clinic here, there was nowhere people of this high-risk area could 
go for treatment and counseling, or where I could directly volunteer 
my skills,” he recalls.

Sreeshaila, a 38 year old HIV-positive widow and caretaker for De-
sire Society, confirms Dr. Kumar’s frustration: “Before my husband 
passed away, we took him to several distant hospitals – which didn’t 
have room for him - trying to figure out what was wrong. It was 
costly and I believe all the travel stressed his condition further.” 
Sreeshaila’s husband passed away from tuberculosis at a clinic 160 
kilometers from their home just days after testing positive for HIV/
AIDS.

Before 2006, Desire had virtually no capacity to meet the com-
munity demands for HIV/AIDS services. With technical training 
from the YRG-CARE team, Desire gained systems and capabilities 
as well as continuing medical education sessions with providers. 
Subsequently, Desire sought and received government funding for 
a community care center with official recognition from the National 
AIDS Control Organization. In addition, Desire is partnering with 
The Clinton Foundation to provide nutritional support to orphans 
and vulnerable children.

“There is a vast need for increased care and support facilities in this 
district and ones like it. We’ve progressed through AIF’s support,” 
says Dr. Kumar. He adds, “Now my son, also a doctor, volunteers 
here.”

Dr. Raj Kumar assists a patient to receive perscription drugs. YRG-CARE, Medak District, Andhra Pradesh.
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( leadership)

Recognizing the critical role that lead-
ership plays in effecting change, AIF is 

building a new generation of leaders with 
a deep understanding of Indian development, 

and the commitment and ideas to carry forward 
its advancement.

Nurturing social entrepreneurs

AIF’s Service Corps Fellowship is a selective program that builds 
a bridge between America and India by sending talented young 
Americans to India to work with leading NGOs for ten months. 
Service Corps Fellows provide technical skills and intellectual re-
sources to assist their NGOs in meeting their goals, while develop-
ing into young leaders with an informed commitment to effecting 
positive change on the subcontinent.

Since 2001, AIF has sent more than 200 Fellows to 84 organiza-
tions throughout India. In 2007 – 2008, AIF placed 29 Fellows in 
27 sites across 10 states. Half of the class held a graduate degree and 
almost all the Fellows had prior experience working with NGOs.

In addition to the Service Corps, AIF has partnered with Ashoka: 
Innovators for the Public, the global social entrepreneur develop-
ment program to invest in emerging leaders in India. The 200 
AIF-Ashoka Fellows inducted since 2003 have all founded orga-
nizations that are having significant impact in their communities. 
Through Ashoka’s support they are able to tap into a global network 
of entrepreneurs for training, ideas and best practices.

Examples of success include:
• Bandhan, led by Chandra Ghosh, ranked second on Forbes’ Top 
50 Microfinance Institutions in 2008 
• NalandaWay, led by Sriram Ayer, was one of the 26 winners of the 
World Bank’s South Asia Development Marketplace for 2008
• Goonj, led by Anshu Gupta, was awarded the 2007 Indian NGO 
of the Year from The Resource Alliance

Recognizing the critical role the media plays in creating an en-
abling environment for change, AIF has partnered with the Nation-
al Foundation of India for a Media Fellowship Program. Through 
this initiative, AIF has enabled six print, photo and television jour-
nalists to spend a year covering the issue of distress migration. The 
journalists’ work has helped to bring attention to those enduring 
the hardships of migration.

Developing Leaders to Effect Change

Diana Chester, Service Corps Fellow, instructs Adobe Youth Voices program participants. Digital Equalizer, Bangalore, Karnataka.
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“Son of the Soil” Experience 
Enriches Young Leaders

For many Fellows, the experience of working closely with disadvan-
taged people changes their long-term career objectives.

Arun Gupta joined the 2007 – 2008 fellowship class with extensive 
experience in the private sector. He first worked as a consultant with 
McKinsey & Company and then as an investment professional at 
Accretive, an early-stage investment firm. Arun says he applied to 
the Service Corps Fellowship because he wanted to “test a belief 
that business professionals can provide much-needed management 
competencies to social sector work.”

During his Fellowship with Seva Mandir in Udaipur, Rajasthan, 
Arun worked with adivasi (tribal) farmers in a rural area to build 
a community-owned dal (lentil) processing venture. Dal farmers 
typically receive only a fraction of the final selling price for their 
produce due to extensive intermediation by traders, processors, 
wholesalers, retailers, and middlemen. 

The dal mill Arun helped to establish enables local dal processing, 
which will ultimately improve the incomes of local farmers by 20 
to 50 percent. The first dal mill is being built with cooperation from 
the Central Government Ministry of Panchayati Raj and the local 
panchayat.

The Rajasthan Department of Science & Technology has separately 
agreed to fund the creation of a “rural technology park” that will 
center around a second dal mill. The park is intended to serve as 
a forum for experimenting with appropriate technologies for rural 
development.

Arun continues: “This year has emboldened my belief that business 
people can make a difference for the marginalized of our world. 
Before this Fellowship, I periodically entertained ideas of applying 
my entrepreneurial energies to full-time development work. I am 
no longer hesitatant about wholly committing to this field. I am 
incredibly grateful to AIF and Seva Mandir for providing me this 
seminal experience on a long road of service ahead.”

Arun returned to the US to study international development at Har-
vard University, where he received the Catherine B. Reynolds Fel-
lowship for social entrepreneurship.Arun Gupta, Service Corps Fellow, lends a hand at a community dal selling fair. Seva Mandir, Udaipur, Rajasthan.
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(philanthropy)

The development sector in India can be 
a confusing landscape for donors who 

wish to contribute to change. With over 
100,000 NGOs registered in India, it is dif-

ficult to determine where to make a charitable 
contribution. AIF is an easy and effective way for do-
nors to make thoughtful investments into organiza-
tions that are monitored for their progress. In addi-
tion, because donors’ resources are pooled together 
to make investments, they are able to make a dif-
ference on a scale that would be difficult to achieve 
individually.

Emerging Philanthropists

An exciting development at AIF over the past year has been the 
creation of new groups of young people taking on leadership 
roles and raising funds for AIF. In Chicago and Los Angeles, 
middle and high school students came together to form Junior 
Chapters and raised over $25,000 through fundraising dances 
they led and organized. A majority of the contributions came 
from teenagers giving $20 each. In New York and Los Ange-
les, groups of young professionals organized fundraisers that 
raised around $30,000.

The passion and energy brought by AIF’s young supporters is 
particularly exciting because it inculcates the value of giving 
early in life and also creates a bond between young Americans 
and India.

Chapters

AIF’s chapters form the base of our resource generation in the 
US. 2007-08 saw the emergence of the Boston chapter, which 
raised $300,000 at its inaugural fundraiser. The Los Angeles 
chapter, in a gala underwritten by the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation, raised nearly $1 million. The Chicago chapter, in 
its third annual gala, raised $750,000. The New York and Bay 
Area galas, continued to be trailblazers, with the Bay Area Fall 
Gala raising over $2 million and the New York Spring Gala 
raising over $3 million. In the coming year, galas are planned 
in Washington, DC and Seattle. Taken together, the chapters 
are a physical representation of the collective spirit of giving 
that AIF seeks to foster. Donors across the country pooling to-
gether their resources results in an expanded pie to be invested 
in India and a more stable funding base for the organization.

Donor Education

Since AIF’s programmatic work is all in India, it is important 
to educate our existing and potential donors about the issues 
on which we work and the solutions in which we invest. The 
more aware our donors are about the complexities of the prob-
lems faced by marginalized communities in India, the more ef-
fective they will be in their critical role of generating resources 
and ideas for our partner organizations. 

The signature AIF Summit in New York was focused on the 
state of women in India and was chaired by Professor Amartya 
Sen. It included a cross section of leading thinkers and prac-
titioners in the Indian development space including Pamela 
Flaherty, CEO of the Citigroup Foundation, Professor Martha 
Chen of Harvard University, and civil society leaders Dr. Suniti 
Solomon of YRG-CARE and Ved Arya of Srijan.

Volunteers

AIF has depended heavily on volunteers both in its offices as 
well as in chapters to fill a variety of roles, large and small. 
In our offices in New York and the Bay Area, volunteers have 
functioned as staff members as well as consultants. Their ef-
forts have enabled AIF to grow its functional capacity and ex-
pand its services. 

Giving Collectively and Strategically

Seasonal hostel for children of Muslim community of Dudhai. Setu, Jamnagar, Gujarat.
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education partners (unti l  Apri l  30,  2008)

Organization Location Date AIF
Investment Purpose

MARKET LED VOCATIONAL TRAINING To train unemployed urban youth for jobs 
in high-growth industries.

Berojgar Mahila Sewa Samiti Raipur, 
Chattisgarh 2007 $52,058 To train 1,000 youth over 2 years.

CAP Foundation & 
Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra

Ranchi, 
Jharkhand 2007 $245,700 To train 5,150 youth over 3 years. 

Saath 8 Districts, Gujarat 2007 $407,225 To train 25,000 youth over 3 years.

Saath* Gujarat 2006 $46,288 To pilot training program.

Organization Location Date AIF
Investment Purpose

LAMP
To educate children of seasonal migrant workers 
through seasonal hostels in home villages, site schools 
at migration destinations, and bridge courses.

Cohesion Foundation Trust Kutch, Gujarat 2007 $134,453 To educate 2,100 children of marine salt pan and charcoal 
workers and sensitize government school teachers.

Janarth Maharashtra and 
Gujarat 2007 $242,954 To educate 15,800 children of sugarcane industry workers.

Lokadrusti Nuapada, Orissa 2007 $85,307 To educate 1,100 children of brick kiln workers. 

National Foundation of India Delhi 2007 $11,510 To support 2 print journalists to cover migration in 
Jharkand.

Setu

Jamnagar, 
Dang, Junaghar, 
Narmada, Rajkot 

and Surat, Gujarat

2007 $143,000
To educate 3,000 children of migrant workers in roof tile, 
brick kilns, sugar cane fields, fisheries, salt pans and char-
coal making areas.

Vikalpa** Bolangir, Orissa 2006 $30,864 To educate children of brick kiln workers with 
2 local NGOs.

Vikramsala Orissa 2007 $7,182 To provide technical support to Lokadrusti.

Yusuf Meherally Center (YMC) Mundra, Gujarat 2007 $41,108 To educate 1,420  children of migrant fishing communities 
and non-migrant minority communities.

URBAN EDUCATION To provide quality elementary education for children 
in underserved poor urban areas.

Andhra Pradesh - Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (AP-SSA)

Hyderabad, 
Andhra Pradesh 2008 $143,936 To provide education to 26,000 children of migrant 

brick kiln and construction workers.

Bodh(Janbodh) Jaipur 2007 $151,140 To provide education to 11,000 children of Jaipur slums.

Bodh(Nidan) Jaipur/Patna, 
Bihar 2007 $55,742 To provide technical support to Nidan. 

Nidan Patna, Bihar 2007, 
2008 $78,276 To provide education for 1,200 children of waste workers 

and sweepers.

l ivel ihood partners (unti l  Apri l  30,  2008) 

* completed partnership
** terminated partnership

* completed partnership
** terminated partnership

RICKSHAW SANGH
To enable cycle rickshaw drivers to access commercial 
loans to become owners of their rickshaws and receive 
benefits like bank accounts and life insurance.

Arthik Anusandhan Kendra 
(AAK) Allahabad, UP 2007 $17,100 To enable ownership for 600 rickshaw drivers. 

Center for Rural Development 
(CRD) Uttar Pradesh 2007 $35,058 To provide technical expertise to expand  the 

Rickshaw Sangh model into 3 cities of Uttar Pradesh.

Center for Rural Development 
(CRD)* Guwahati, Assam 2006 $30,943 2,800 cycle rickshaw drivers became owners.

Jan Mitra Nyas (JMN) Varanasi, UP 2007 $17,100 To enable ownership for 600 rickshaw drivers. 

NEED** Lucknow, UP 2007 $8,555 To enable ownership for 600 rickshaw drivers.

Sammaan Foundation Patna, Bihar 2008 $51,220 To enable 1,800 rickshaw drivers to rent enhanced cycle 
rickshaws with security and benefits.

SAFAI MITRA To create worker-owned solid waste management 
enterprises.

Nidan Patna, Bihar 2008 $998,635 To create an enterprise employing 2,300 sweepers 
and waste workers.

Nidan* Patna, Bihar 2005 $89,000 1,500 waste workers became worker-owners.

RURAL LIVELIHOOD

Grameen Development Services 
(GDS)** Uttar Pradesh 2005 $74,982 To create group enterprises such as goat rearing for 

women's self-help groups.

Professional Assistance for 
Development Action 

(PRADAN)
Orissa 2007 $214,762.00

To strengthen self-help groups of 4,200 women and enable 
them to build small businesses around forest products 
such as plates made of dried leaves.

Self-Reliant Initiatives 
through Joint Action 

(SRIJAN)

Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan 2006 $384,161

To enhance livelihoods through women's dairy collectives, 
improve market linkages, and provide microfinance, 
impacting 2,700 families.

Utthan Bhavnagar, 
Gujarat 2006 $167,358

To establish a resource center to collect and share best 
practices of developing livelihoods in saline soil areas, 
building upon a previous grant for water management in 
six villages.

NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE ACT SUPPORT To build the capacity of panchayats to implement NREGS 
(100 days of employment to eligible households).

Society for Promotion of 
Wasteland Development

Udaipur, 
Rajasthan 2007 $127,160 To create employment for 2,350 people through a 

consortium of 5 NGOs.

Vikalpa Bolangir, Orissa 2007 $140,748 To create employment for 10,000 people through a 
consortium of 8 NGOs.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
To create formal employment systems for construction 
workers so that they can have fair wages and income 
security.

Movement for Alternatives and 
Youth Awareness (MAYA)

Hyderabad, 
Andhra Pradesh 2008 $149,454

To replicate LaborNet (hub for employers to hire construc-
tion workers) in Hyderabad and consolidate MAYA Organic 
in Bangalore.

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
To enhance livelihood opportunities available to people 
with disabilities. In partnership with the Wadhwani 
Foundation.

Association of People 
with Disabilities

Bangalore,
Karnataka 2007 $64,266 To provide market-based vocational training for 1,500 youth 

and create a job placement network for 2,000 youth.

CAP Foundation Hyderabad,
Andhra Pradesh 2007 $13,000 To assist Nav Bharati Jagriti Kendra in Ranchi, Jharkand to 

provide market-based vocational training for 150 youth.

Saath Gujarat 2007 $51,975 To provide market-based vocational training for 1,250 youth.
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Organization Location Date AIF
Investment Purpose

Breakthrough India Uttar Pradesh 
and Karnataka 2007  $142,577 HIV Prevention education & anti-stigma 

campaign  among 2,500,000 people.

Community Health Education 
Society Tamil Nadu 2007  $106,328 Care and support for 1,000 orphans and 

vulnerable children.

Grameen Development Services Uttar Pradesh 2006  $30,000 Preventive education & training health workers 
to cover 12,000 families.

Ideosync Media Combine Uttarkhand and 
Delhi 2007  $70,811 

HIV/AIDS prevention education through com-
munity radio among 100,000 migrants coming 
from Uttranchal to Delhi .

Lepra Society Andhra Pradesh 2007  $77,363 Care and support for HIV-positive women 
and children.

MAMTA Health Institute 
for Mother and Child

Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh 2006 $174,891 Preventing mother to child transmission 

of HIV/AIDS among 200,000 people.

Nidan Bihar 2006 $30,000 Prevention education & training health 
workers to cover 5,500 people.

Swasthya Evam Jan Kalyan Samiti 
of IHO Regional AIDS Training 

Network in Eastern India
Bihar & National 2007  $100,000 Medical training and capacity building for

 5,000 health professionals.

YRG-CARE Andhra Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu 2007 $211,463 Expand HIV treatment and care to 3 new centers 

covering a geography of 300,000 people.

public health partners (unti l  Apri l  30,  2008)

Organization Location Date AIF
Investment Purpose

CAP Foundation Cuddalore, 
Tamil Nadu 2007 $115,515

To provide an Employability Training Program 
for 1,000 youth to access in-demand market 
jobs.

Kudumbam
Nagapatinam 
District, Tamil 

Nadu
2007 $148,570

To promote livestock and bio input production 
for organic farming among 2,050 agriculture 
and animal husbandry dependent families.

Rural Education and 
Action for Liberation

Villupuram District, 
Tamil Nadu 2007 $134,400 To create and scale-up a collective dairy 

enterprise for 1,000 landless and small farmers 

emergency rel ief  partners (unti l  Apri l  30,  2008)

Organization Location Date AIF
Investment Purpose

Ashoka: Innovators for the Public Nationwide 2007 $500,000 To fund Ashoka Fellowships for 
Social Entrepreneurs 

other partners (unti l  Apri l  30,  2008)
Community health meetings share important information on HIV/AIDS prevention in at-risk villages. YRG-CARE, Andhra Pradesh.
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f inancials

Dear Friends:

Fiscal Year 2007-08 saw yet another milestone in AIF’s history. Revenue 
and support was close to $10 million. This reflects over a 20% increase 
on an annualized basis compared to the 2007-2008 FY which was on a 
15-month cycle.

We continue to surpass the non-profit “gold standard” this year, spending 
about 85% of our revenue for programs and grants while maintaining a 
low overhead. We are also happy to share that AIF has received Charity 
Navigator’s 4 star rating – a great feat given that we have only been in 
existence for 7 years.

AIF has started to add professional staff while maintaining a tight control 
on spending. In addition, we continue to expand our programs and spend 
more on them. This past year we have spent $8.3 million on programs in 
12 months – close to the same amount that we spent in 15 months. 

The bulk of AIF’s revenues are derived from events and this past year, 
thanks to your generosity, we raised in excess of $6 million from them. 
Our events for the year continue to be extremely successful and we con-
tinue to maintain an average event expense ratio of below 25% --- well 
below the 50% national average. This past year we also saw the success-
ful launch of the Boston Gala by the very enthusiastic leadership of the 
volunteer-led local chapter.

We added additional programs and our Livelihoods and Education pro-
grams have seen significant growth. By increasing program staff this year 
we have also increased our capacity to monitor and oversee our work. 
This is reflected in our increased program and grant spending.

We are also pleased to report that we once again received an unqualified 
audit this year. Our audited financial statements are available by sending 
a request to our New York mailing address.

We are grateful to you for your trust in our work and your commitment in 
time and money. Together, we can build brick by brick a better foundation 
and a future for the marginalized in India.

Sincerely,

Kris Dasgupta
Chief Operating Officer

sources of funds

uses of funds

contributions

interest income/other

events (net)

total: $9,754,591

37%
$3,583,585

62%
$6,007,265

2%
$163,741

program services
85%

$8,304,670

10%
$997,011

5%
$481,192

management & general

fundraising

total: $9,754,591

contribution from reserves: $28,282

sub-total: $9,782,873
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financial year income expenses

2001 $6,566,682 $3,344,766

2002 $4,906,374 $4,857,434

2003 $3,397,630 $3,213,441

2004 $5,653,276 $4,999,704

2005 $7,913,760 $6,875,704

2006-07 $8,064,161 $8,134,624

2008 $9,754,591 $9,782,873

f inancial  year 2008 balance sheet

cash and equivalents $702,338

investments $7,808,870

receivables $669,531

other assets $4,135

total assets $9,184,874

grant payable $3,494,058

other payable $73,213

total $3,567,271

unrestricted net assets $517,788

temporarily restricted net assets $4,499,815

permanently restricted net assets $600,000

total $5,617,603

total liabilities and net assets $9,184,874
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Council of Trustees
Hon. William J. Clinton (Honorary Chair), 42nd President of the United States of America
Mr. Ravi Akhoury, Akhoury Foundation, and Mrs. Ginny Akhoury
Applied Materials, Inc.
Mr. Sudesh Arora, President, Natel Engineering Co., Inc. and Mrs. Chitra Arora
Mrs. Rani Bahadur, Michigan-based Philanthropist, and Mr. B N Bahadur
Mr. Vimal Bahuguna, President, Drona Group LLC, and Dr. Bulbul Bahuguna
Mr. Raj Bhatia, Senior Vice President, Merrill Lynch Private Banking & Investment, and Dr. Seema Bhatia
Mr. Sant Chatwal, President, Hampshire Hotels & Resorts LLC, and Mrs. Daman Chatwal
Mr. Navneet S. Chugh, Attorney, C.P.A. The Chugh Firm, and Mrs. Ritu Chugh
Citigroup
Mr. Tushar Dave, Co-Founder and Managing Director, New Path Ventures, and Mrs. Reshma Dave
Mr. Vinod Dham, Co-Founder and Managing Director, New Path Ventures, and Mrs. Sadhana Dham
Drs. Leena and Nitin Doshi, Doshi Family Foundation
Dr. Jasvir Gill, Co-Founder and CEO, Start-up Farms International, and Ms. Kaval Kaur
Mr. Anil Godhwani, Founder, India Community Center, Silicon Valley, and Mrs. Jyoti Godhwani
Mr. Vijay Goradia, Chairman & CEO, Vinmar International, and Mrs. Marie Goradia
Dr. Naren Gupta, Vice-Chairman, Wind River Systems, and Mrs. Vinita Gupta
Mr. Rajat K. Gupta, Senior Partner Emeritus, McKinsey & Company, Inc., and Mrs. Anita Gupta
Mrs. Talat Hasan, President and CEO, Sensys Instruments, and Mr. Kamil Hasan
Mr. Vinod Khosla, Partner, Kleiner Parkins Caufield & Byers, and Mrs. Neeru Khosla
Mr. Kumar Malavalli, Founder & Chief Strategy Officer, InMage Systems, and Mrs. Vijaya Malavalli
Mr. Samuel Mathan, Chief Executive Officer, Matisse Networks, and Mrs. Shanti Mathan
Mr. Victor J. Menezes, Retired Senior Vice Chairman, Citigroup, and Mrs. Tara Menezes
Mr. Anil Monga, CEO, Victory International, and Mrs. Rajni Monga
Mr. Diaz Nesamoney, President and Chief Executive Officer, Celequest, and Mrs. Usha Nesamoney
Mr. Bhikhubhai Patel, Chairman, Tarsadia Hotels, and Mrs. Pushpa Patel
Dr. Kiran Patel,  Chairman, Visionary Medical Systems, and Dr. Pallavi Patel
Mr. Mukesh Patel, Silicon Valley Entrepreneur, and Mrs. Harsha Patel
Mr. Nimish Patel, Partner, Richardson & Patel, LLP, and Mrs. Nancy Patel
Mr. Vivek Paul, Partner, Texas Pacific Group, and Mrs. Nilita Paul
Mr. Raj Rajaratnam, Managing General Partner, The Galleon Group, and Mrs. Asha Rajaratnam
Mr. Ravi Reddy, Co-Founder and Managing Partner, Think Capital LLC, and Mrs. Pratibha Reddy
Mr. Hector de J. Ruiz, Chairman & CEO, Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.
Ms. Neerja Sethi, Co-Founder and Vice President, Syntel Inc. and Mr. Bharat Desai
Mr. Ajay Shah, Founding Managing Director, Silver Lake Sumeru Fund, and Ms. Lata Krishnan
Mrs. Anjali Sharma, Senior Philanthropy Advisor, American India Foundation, and Mr. Deven Sharma
Mr. Raj Sharma, Senior Vice President & Private Wealth Advisor, Merrill Lynch Private Banking Group, and Mrs. Nalini Sharma
Mr. Sanjay Subhedar, General Partner, Storm Ventures, and Mrs. Suniti Subhedar
Mr. Harit Talwar, Executive Vice President, Discover Financial Services, and Mrs. Reena Talwar
Mrs. Chandrika Tandon, Chairperson, Tandon Capital Associates, and Mr. Ranjan Tandon
Dr. Rajendra Vattikuti, Founder & Chairman, Covansys, and Mrs. Padmaja Vattikuti
Dr. Romesh Wadhwani, CEO & Managing Partner, Symphony Technology Group, and Mrs. Kathy Wadhwani
Mr. V. Prem Watsa, Chairman & CEO, Fairfax Financial Holdings, Limited, and Mrs. Nalini Watsa
Ambassador Frank G. Wisner, Vice-Chairman, External Affairs, American International Group, and Mrs. Christine Wisner

Board of Directors
Mr. Rajat K. Gupta, (Co-Chair) Senior Partner Emeritus, McKinsey & Co.
Mr. Victor Menezes, (Co-Chair) Retired Senior Vice Chairman, Citigroup
Ms. Lata Krishnan (Vice Chair) 
Mr. Pradeep Kashyap (Vice Chair)
Mr. Ravi Akhoury, Akhoury Foundation
Mr. Navneet Chugh, Founder, The Chugh Firm
Mr. Tushar Dave, Co-Founder and Managing Director, New Path Ventures
Mr. Sridar Iyengar, Partner, Bessemer Venture Partners

Mr. Ravi Reddy, Co-Founder and Managing Partner, Think Capital LLC
Dr. Sanjay Sinho, CEO, American India Foundation
Mr. Geoffrey Stewart, Esq., Partner, Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
Ms. Chandrika Tandon, Chairperson, Tandon Capital Associates

US Advisory Council
Dr. Amartya Sen, (Chair) Lamont University Professor, Harvard University
Ms. Maya Ajmera, President, Global Fund for Children
Mr. Harry Barnes, Ex-US Ambassador to India
Mr. Anil Bhandari, Senior Vice President, Salomon Smith Barney
Mr. Richard F. Celeste, Ex-US Ambassador to India; President, Colorado College
Dr. Lincoln Chen, Director, Global Equity Initiative, Harvard University
Mr. Bal Das, Partner, InsCap, LLC
Mr. Kamran Elahian, Chairman and Co Founder, Global Catalyst Partners
Dr. Shiban Ganju, Director, Moksha-Yug Aceess, Bangalore
Ms. Sushmita Ghosh, Chair, Changemakers, Former President, Ashoka
Mr. Kailash Joshi, Past President, TiE Silicon Valley
Mr. Ramesh Kapur, President, MED-TECH
Ms. Kavita Ramdas, President & CEO, Global Fund for Women
Mr. Sudhakar Shenoy, Chairman & CEO, Information Management Consultants, Inc.
Mr. Salil Shetty, Director, Millennium Development Goals, UNDP
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Chairman, AFRAS Ventures

AIF Ambassadors
Mr. Rahul Bose, Actor
Mr. Deepak Chopra, Founder, The Chopra Center for Well Being
Ms. Madhur Jaffrey, Author and Actress
Ms. Mira Nair, Filmmaker, Mirabai Films
Ms. Gloria Steinem, Author and Activist

India Advisory Council
Mr. K.V. Kamath, (Co-Chair) Managing Director & CEO, ICICI Bank Limited, India’s largest private bank
Mr. Deepak Parekh, (Co-Chair) Chairman, HDFC Ltd., India’s largest housing finance company
Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, Chairperson, Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations
Mr. Ashok Alexander, Director, Avahan, the India AIDS Initiative of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Mr. Nishith Desai, Head, Nishith Desai Associates, an international legal & tax conseling law firm
Mr. Vijay Mahajan, Founder & Chairman, Basix, a leading Indian microfinance institution
Dr. R. A. Mashelkar, National Chemical Laboratory, Pune
Mr. Sanjay Nayar, CEO, Citigroup India
Mr. Ranjit Pandit, General Atlantic Partners, India 
Ms. Priya Paul, Chairperson, Apeejay Surrendra Park Hotels, one of India’s premier hotel groups
Mr. Jerry Rao, Chairman, MphasiS BFL Limited
Mr. Saurabh Srivastava, Chair, NASSCOM Foundation; President, New Delhi Chapter and Trustee, Global Board TiE
Mr. O.P. Vaish, Founder,Vaish Associates Law Firm, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India & past trustee of the Rotary Foundation
Mr. Adil Zainulbhai, CEO, McKinsey & Co. India

Livelihoods Resource Group
Mr. Ajit Kanitkar, Program Officer Economic Development, Ford Foundation (India)
Mr. Pradeep Kashyap, Managing Director, MART, specializing in rural marketing
Mr. Brij Mohan, Former Executive Director, Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)
Mr. Manish Sabharwal, Chairman and Cofounder of Teamless Services, India’s largest temporary staffing firm
Mr. Kishore Singh, Development Consultant with expertise in urban livelihoods
Mr. Matthew Titus, Executive Director, Sa-Dhan, an association of community development finance institutions
Mr. Farhad Vania, Programme Officer, UK Department for International Development (New Delhi)

AIF people
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Staff
Sanjay Sinho, Chief Executive Officer (New York) 
Tarun Vij, Country Director (India) 
Kris Dasgupta, Chief Operating Officer (New York) 
Ethan Veneklasen, Regional Director, West Coast (California)

Meenu Anand, Administration Officer (India)
Nandini Ansari, Office Manager (New York)
K. Bhuvaneshwari Bhagat, Program Manager, Public Health (New York)
Roopak Chauhan, Training Coordinator, Digital Equalizer (India)
Bhawna Chawla, Program Officer, Digital Equalizer (California)
Mrinalika Dhapola, State Team Leader- Punjab, Digital Equalizer (India)
Priyanjana Ghosh, Program Officer, Service Corps (India)
Bhupendra Jadav, Staff Accountant (New York)
Charu Johri, Grants Manager, Public Health (India)
Swarna Kapoor, Regional Coordinator, Andhra Pradesh, Digital Equalizer (India)
Nidhi Raj Kapoor, Director, Communications and Partnerships (India)
George Kennedy, State Team Leader, Tamil Nadu, Digital Equalizer (India)
Jainendra Kumar, Regional Coordinator, Rajasthan, Digital Equalizer (India)
Surjit Kumar, Office Assistant (India)
Ann Levy, Program Officer, Service Corps (California)
Kamini Masih, Accounts Officer (India)
Umakant Mishra, Regional Coordinator, Orissa, Digital Equalizer (India)
Carmen Mundaca, Assistant Manager, Fundraising Database (New York)
Chandan Nallal, Donor Relations, Digital Equalizer (India)
Azad Oommen, Director, Communications (California)
Luz Pacheco, Program Assistant (California)
Nicole Patel, Program Officer, Communications (India)
Prabhakar, Grants Manager, Education Program (India)  
Lalith Prasad, State Team Leader- Karnataka, Digital Equalizer (India)
Venkatesh Raghavendra, Senior Director, Philanthropy (New York)
Rajesh Rajoriya, Office Assistant (India)
Hanumant Rawat, Director, Livelihoods Program (India)
Jonathan Ripley, Manager, Service Corps (India)
Smita, Director, Education Program (India)
Sarika Saluja, Program Officer, Market-led Vocational Training Program, Livelihooods (India)
Subrat Sarkar, State Team Leader, Orissa, Digital Equalizer (India)
R. Satyanarayan, Regional Coordinator, Karnataka, Digital Equalizer (India)
Gurvinder Singh, Senior Manager, Accounts & Administration (India)
Vineeta Singh, Program Officer, Livelihoods (India)
J. Sundarakrishnan, Director of Operations, Digital Equalizer (India)

Advisors
DP Ahuja, Workplace Giving & Individual Giving Advisor (New York)
Sital Jain, Real-Estate & Administration Advisor (New York)
Ajit Kothari, Disaster Relief & Rehabilitation Advisor (New York)
Manveen Koticha Education & Development Advisor (New York)
Srinavasa Murali, Livelihood & IT Advisor (New York)

Anjali Sharma, Senior Philanthropy Advisor (New York)

Consultants
Meera Devi, Coordinator, Tsunami Program (India) 
Sanjay Gupta, SWACHH Project, Livelihoods (India) 
Rema Nanda, Public Health (India) 
Chand Nirankari, Creative Services (New York) 
Kanu Priya, Rickshaw Sangh Project, Livelihoods (India) 
Geetika Shukla, Assistant, Digital Equalizer (California) 

Education Resource Group
Dr. Poonam Batra, Professor, Central Institute of Education, University of Delhi
Mr. Sumit Bose, Secretary, Thirteenth Finance Commission, Government of India, Formerly Joint Secretary Department of Education
Mr. Dayaram, Senior Education Program Officer, Aga Khan Foundation, & former Chief Consultant, Alternate Schooling for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
Prof. Anita Dighe, Retired Director, Campus of Open Learning, University of Delhi, UNESCO Consultant on the use of technology to promote learning 
Prof. R. Govinda, Head, School and the Non-Formal Education Unit, National University of Educational Planning (India)
Ms. Shanti Jagannathan, Education Consultant to the European Commission and several rural and social development programs in 
     India, Nepal and Bhutan
Mr. Dhir Jhingran, Asia Pacific Director, Room to Read, previously Director of Elementary Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development
Mr. Ajay S. Mehta, Executive Director and CEO, National Foundation for India, and former Chief Executive, Seva Mandir in Udaipur
Mr. Ravi Srivastava, Professor of Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and Member, National Commission on Enterprises in the  
    Unorganized Sector (NCEUS)
Mr. Tom Thomas, Director, Praxis, an organization focused on participatory development

Public Health Resource Group
Dr. Rani Bang, Co-Founder, Society for Education, action and Research in Community Health
Dr. Lincoln Chen, Director, Global Equity Initiative, Harvard University
Dr. Srinath Reddy, Public Health Foundation of India
Ms. Asha Rajaratnam, AIF Trustee, The Galleon Group
Ms. Jill Sheffield, President Emeritus, Family Care International
Dr. Lincoln Chen, Director, Global Equity Initiative, Harvard University
Dr. Amita Gupta, Assitant Professor & Deputy Director, Clinton Global Health Education, Johns Hopkins University

Chapter Leadership

AIF people

Boston Leadership Council
Amit and Reema Chandra
Akshay and Shobha Dalal
Ravi and Kavitha Mantha
Amar and Deepika Sawhney
Raj and Nalini Sharma
Venkat and Pratima Srinivasan
Ganesh Venkataraman and Uma Sundaram

Chicago Leadership Council
Arjun and Anu Aggarwal
Sanjiv and Sangeeta Anand
Vimal and Bulbul Bahuguna
Raj and Seema Bhatia
Romi and Reema Chopra
Mukesh and Nita Gangwal
Shiban Ganju
Sukhjit and Biri Gill
Anjali Gurnani and Shakeel Abdul
Saurabh and Rajita Narain
Ashish and Ashley Prasad
Rupal Raval and Ashok Vishnubhakta
Lew Rosenbloom
Yashpal and Anita Singh
Harit and Reena Talwar

Dallas Leadership Council
George and Fonsa Brody
Hemang and Sejal Desai
Vinay and Kanika Jain
Sanjay and Shalini Joshi
Raj and Hema Kalyandurg
Neeti Khaitan

Adhavan and Chandra Manickam
Nilesh and Chetna Naik
Paul and Geetha Pandian

Los Angeles Leadership Council
Ashok and Chitra Amritraj
Sudesh and Chitra Arora
Savitur and Deepa Badhwar
Sumita and Jagdeep Batra
Vinod and Sudha Bhindi
Hamilton and Denise Brewart
Vikram and Upma Budhraja
Nandini and Deepak Chopra
Navneet S. and Ritu Chugh
Santanu and Kelly Das
H.K. and Anjana Desai
Krish and Usha Dharma
Pravin and Pratima Doshi
Arun and Sudha Gollapudi
Tania Kapoor
Bhoopi and Pinky Kohli
Sonny and Martha Kothari
Sanjay and Harshada Kucheria
Aseem and Kim Mital
Pravin and Sudha Mody
Hemant and Lalita Pandit
Bhupesh and Kumud Parikh
B.U. and Pushpa Patel
Ganpat and Manju Patel
Shankar and Geeta Ram
K.S. and Ms. Radhakrishnan
Uka and Nalini Solanki

Midlands (Omaha) Leadership Council
Harish and Seema Bhandula
Maria Fernandez
Rakesh and Kirti Gupta
Aly Hasan and Samia Ahsan
Tariq and Robin Khan
Vasant and Prafulla Raval
Mohan Mysore and Chandrika Rizal
Sanjay and Vandana Singh
Arvind Thapar

Washington DC Leadership Council
Sudhakar Shenoy
Ron Somers
Geoffrey Stewart
Mahinder Tak

Chapter Coordinators
Boston: Vinay Kashyap
Chicago: Anjali Gurnani, Rupal Raval
Dallas: Raj Kalyandurg, Adhuvan Manickam
Los Angeles: Deepa Badhwar, Tania Kapoor
Omaha: Shruti Manjunath, Umang Talati
New York: Rana Kashyap, Atish Nigam, 
    Pooja Kharbanda, Nitin Sacheti
San Francisco Bay Area: Milan Mantri
Seattle: Navin Thukkaram, Usha Rao
Washington, DC: Nina Patel
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AIF people
Interns & Volunteers 2007-08
Tahmina Ali (New York)
Daniel Barker (New York)
Priyanka Bhide (New York)
Nirshila Chand (California)
Sonali Mehta-Rao (New York)
Priyanko Paul (New York)
Mallika Raghavan (New York)

Pro Bono Legal Services
Geoffrey Stewart, Esq., Partner, Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue (New York)

Pro Bono Professional Services
George Abraham, CEO, Score Foundation (India)
Dipankar Gupta, Professor, Center for the Study of Social Systems, 
     Jawaharlal Nehru University (India)
Pradeep Gupta, Managing Director, CyberMedia (India)
Anand S. Pathak, P & A Law Offices, Legal Advisor (India)
Amitabh Kundu, Professor, Center for the Study of Regional 
    Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University (India)

A teacher visits the home of her student. Nidan, Patna, Bihar.
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President’s Circle
$100,000 and above
Adobe Foundation Fund
Advance Research Chemicals Inc.
American International Group
Applied Materials
Arora, Sudesh and Chitra
Doshi Family Foundation Inc.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Goldman Sachs & Co.
Indravati Sharma Fund
Intel Corporation
Khosla, Vinod and Neeru
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
Monga, Anil and Rajni
Nesamoney, Diaz and Usha 
New York Life Foundation
New York Life Insurance Co
Ravi and Pratibha Reddy Foundation
Shah, Ajay and Lata Krishnan
Singgod Foundation
Tandon Family Foundation
The Menezes Foundation, Inc.
The Sixty Four Foundation
Victory International (USA) LLC
Victory Investment Group, LLC

Benefactor
$50,000 - $99,999
ABB Inc.
Akhoury Foundation, Inc.
Altria Group Inc.
AMD
Baxter International Inc.
Best Buy
Blackstone Group
Chellam, Kris and Evelyne
Citigroup
Clinton Family Foundation
ConocoPhillips Company
Dakshana Foundation
Dalton, Mark
Das, Bal G and Valerie
Deshpande, Gururaj and Jaishree 
ESP Das Educational Foundation, Inc.
General Atlantic Service Corp.
Gill, Jasvir and Kaval Kaur
Gupta Family Foundation
Hampshire Hotels & Resorts, LLC
Handa, Jagdish and Promilla
Hasan Family Foundation
Housing Development Finance Corporation
HSBC Bank
Jain, Ajit and Tinku
Kamra, Deepak and Christina 
Kaye Family Foundation
Khanna, Atul C.
KPMG LLP

Lehman Brothers Inc.
Malavalli Family Fund
Maughan, Deryck C. and Vaofua 
McKinsey & Company, Inc. (Hdq.)
Meshri, Dayal T
New Vernon Capital LLC
Patel, Mukesh and Harsha 
Raj, Deepak and Neera 
Rubin, Donald and Shelley 

Patron 
$25,000 - $49,999
Chambers, Raymond G. and Patty
Chandra, Rob and Shikha
Iyengar, Sridar and Anita 
Jain, Vinay and Kanika
Kazarian, Paul B.
Mathan, Samuel and Shanti
Mullick, Swadesh
Pandit, Ranjit
Prudential Financial
Rajaratnam, Raj and Asha 
Raju Vegesna Foundation
Reddy, Ravi and Pratibha 
Samarth Foundation
SanDisk Corporation
Subhedar, Sanjay and Suniti
The Applied Materials Foundation
The Chugh Firm
The Sita Foundation
Tudor Investment Corporation
UBS AG
Vattikuti Foundation
Vornado Realty LP
Wadhwani Foundation
Warburg Pincus LLC

Visionary 
$10,000 - $24,999
Aegis Communications Group
American Express
Anonymous
Bahuguna, Vimal and Bulbul 
Beyond Borders Foundation
Bhardwaj, Ash and Tanuja
Bhatia, Raj and Seema
Bhattacharyya, Rajarshi and Samantha 
BlackRock Financial Management Inc.
Broadstreet LLC
Chambers, John and Constance
Chopra, Ajay and Shyamoli
CICF
Cohen, Rodgin
Comerica Bank
Deutsche Bank
Dhillon, Gaurav 
Edison International
Fed Ex

Fenwick & West LLP
Flextronics International USA
FTK Investments LLC
Garg, Arjun
GfK V2 LLC
Gunderson Dettmer Stough Villeneuve Franklin  
    & Hachigian LLP
Gupta, Arjun
HCL Technologies America, Inc.
HellerEhrman LLP
Hellosoft, Inc.
IBM Corporation
Ignify Inc.
Insilica, Inc.
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
Joseph, Leo
Joshi, Shalini and Sanjay
Juniper Networks Foundation Fund
Kanbay Incorporated
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Kothari, Ketan and Sheila
Kumar, Arun and Poornima
La Kelly, Helen and Harville Hunt
La Salle Bank
Lakhanpal, Adarsh
Leboeuf, Lamb, Greene & Macrae LLP
Mackay Shields LLC
Magma Design Automation Inc
Marie & Vijay Goradia Charitable Foundation
Marie-Josee & Henry Kravis Foundation
Mariner Investment Group, Inc.
Mathur, Rakesh and Dipti
McGraw-Hill Companies
MCJ Foundation
Mehra Family Foundation
Mehta, Bobby and Swati
Menezes, Ivan and Shibani 
Montgomery & Co. LLC
Motwani, Rajeev and Asha 
MPhasis
Narasimhan, Ashok
Nayak, Pandurang and Mala
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
NYSE Group
Patel, Nimish and Nancy
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Ram, Shankar
Richardson & Patel, LLP
Robert J. McCann
Roux, David and Barbara
Sahai, Ritu and Manish Mittal
Sandhu, Mohindar S
Sathaye Family Foundation
Schering-Plough Corporation
Schick, Thomas
Schwab Charitable Fund
Share and Care Foundation for India
Sharma, Raj and Nalini

Shriram, Ram
Sidhu, Sanjiv 
Silicon Valley Bank Global
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Singhal Family Charitable Fund
Sinha, Prabhakant and Anita 
SMART Modular Technologies
Srinivasan, Venkat and Pratima
SVB Financial Group
Texas Instruments
Tharani, Haresh 
The Arun & Asmita Bhatia Family Foundation
Venkatachalam, Manjeri and Hasi

Catalyst 
$5,000 - $9,999
Akhoury, Ravi and Ginny
Alice M. & Thomas J. Tisch Foundation
Almex USA, Inc.
Anand, Sanjiv and Sangeeta
Austin, Alan and Marianne
Bank of America
Brody, George and Fonsa
Buckeye Foundation
Carroll, Brian 
Casto
Chandra, Amitabh and Reema
Chandramohan, Sathy 
Colbert, Narcisse
Comfort, William and Nathalie
Culbro LLC
Dalal Charitable Trust
Devitre, Dinyar S. and Aashish
Dhandapani, Chandra and Adhavan Manickam
Divecha, Arjun and Diana
Eagle Circuits, Inc.
Elahian, Kamran and Zohreh
Electric Power Group LLC
Evergreen Investments
Feigley, Patrick
First National Bank
Ganju, Shiban
GBS Linens Inc.
GE Asset Management
Global Payments Inc.
Godhwani, Anil and Jyoti
Godhwani, Gautam
Goel, Prabhakar 
Habib American Bank LA
Hochschild, Roger 
Hope Foundation
Hughes Network Systems, Inc.
i2
Iearn-USA
Janus Capital Management
John & Editha Kapoor Charitable Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Bank
Kalyandurg, Rajesh and Hema

Kamdar, Urmilla
Kashyap, Pradeep and Reena
Kohli, Bhoopi and Amarjeet
Krupka, Michael and Anne
Liberty Lane Partners
Madhavan, Rajeev
Mantha, Ravi and Kavitha
Maverick Capital Charities
Merck & Co., Inc
Mhatre, Nagesh S. and Lee
Mishal, Devadatt
Mittal, Sameer
Mobile Magic of California, LLC
Montrone, Paul
Motorola, Inc.
Mylook Inc.
Naik, Nilesh and Chetna
Narain, Saurabh and Rajita
Old Mutual Investment Partners
OSI Systems, Inc.
Pandian, Paul and Geetha
Parikh, Mihir and Nancy
Patel, Pravin and Sudha
Patel, Rameshkumar and Hemlatta
Patel, Shailesh and Kalpana 
Pathak, Jai and Gitanjali
Pereira, Brian J.G. and Sunita
Prasad, Ashish and Ashley
Premier Commercial Bank
Puri, Anupam and Rajika
Rabin, Stanley and Barbara
Raghavendran, Ramanan
Ram, Sudhakar and Girija
Sahney, Vinod and Gail
Satyam Computer Services Ltd.
Sawhney, Amarpreet
Schwertfeger, Timothy Gail
Severson, Clinton
Simpson, Lou and Kimberly
Singh, Ajay and Nidhi
Singh, Deepti
Skoll Foundation
Steingraber, Fred and Veronika 
Syed, Akram
Tae Hea and Rosemarie Nahm
Talwar, Harit and Reena
The Louis Berger Group, Inc.
US Chamber of Commerce
Venkataraman, Ganesh and Uma
Vick, Leslie
Voyence, Inc.
Western Union Financial Services
Winston & Strawn LLP
Wipro Limited

Champion 
$1,000 - $4,999
Abdul, Shakeel and Anjali Gurnani

Abdullah, Asim and Isha 
Aggarwal, Arjun and Anuradha
Agrawal, Mukesh 
Ahooja, Anjali
Ahuja, Dharam P and Chander
Aiyer, Kamesh and Geeta
Alcalay, Rina
Alicire, Ann 
Ariba Inc.
Aribindi, Ram and Veena 
Arkay Foundation
Arnaboldi, Leo and Nicole 
Associated Student Body
Asthana, Anjan
Automation Image
Balani, Prem and Neeta 
Balcer, Rene and Carolyn 
Bamidipati, Ramesh
Baqueri, Abbas
Bedegi, Mary Jane and Peter 
Berchmans, John 
Bharatula, Nalini 
Bhasin, Puneet and Vipra 
Bonfare Markets Charitable Foundation
Cammack, Jon and Theresa 
Chaddha, Pooja 
Chatterji, Brad 
Chopra, Romi
CISCO Systems Foundation
Colvin, Donald and Christine 
Communication Group LLC
Cooley Godward Kronish LLP
Cranston Mary 
Dabholkar, Rajan and Smita 
Dalal, Yogen and Margaret
Dandapani, Vijay
Das, Nithya and Rajat 
Deb, Chandranath and Sharmila Sen
Dees Creations Inc.
Desai Aashish and Meera 
Desai Family Foundation c/o Aditi, Inc.
Desai, Sejal and Hemang 
Deutsch, Todd
Diamond Cluster International Inc.
Digital Peripheral Solutions, Inc
Doshi, Anil
Doshi, Neel
Doshi, Rajnikant and Lata
Dreyfus Corporation
Dutta, Rajiv and Sumita
Edupuganti, Ravi and Hima 
Elavia, Swati and Tony
Elhence, Sangeeta
Emerson Electric Co.
Emmett R. Quadry Foundation
Ernst Andreas Haberli
Ethan Allen Global, Inc.
Eugene A. and Diana Elzey Pinover

donors
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Feinberg, Joseph 
Ferrier, Ian 
Finklestein, Mark and Janet A. 
Freidheim, Chris
Fromm, Mark
Ganapathy, Kumar and Shyamla 
Garabedian, John
Gilbert, Mike 
Globecon Group, LLC
Goel, Roshan and Indra 
Gogia Harinder S 
Gogia, Harmohinder S. and Hardeep 
Google Inc.
Gordon I. and Carol B. Segal
Grant Thornton LLP
Grube, Mark E. and Lisa J. 
Hand Foundation
Hartmax Charitable Foundation
Hawes, James
Hilco Trading Co., Inc.
Hoffman, Sandra 
Horowitz, Richard
HRH Construction Inc.
Hull Family Foundation
Istock Family Foundation
Iyer, Mani and Praba 
Jaggi, Pawan and Pooja
Jain, Rajeev and Mamta
Jain, Vivek and Deepti
Jangbahadur, Kaikeya and Srividhya 
Jayapal, Susheela 
Joseph, Daisy
Joshi, Asha and Chandu 
Joshi, Kailash and Hemlata 
Kapadia, Kushal B and Mala 
Kapoor, Rohit and Shikha 
Kashyap, Satish and Punam
Kashyap, Sudha
Katz, Jeffrey 
Kaye, Harold and Judy 
Kemp, Christian and Jill
Khandekar, Janu and Amita
Kissinger, Henry A. 
Kline Family Foundation
Kohli, Ujjal and Sarita
Kolluri, Prashant
Konelson Ventures Inc.
Kontogouris, Venetia and Zoran 
Kothari, Ajit and Ila 
Kothari, Tushar and Sangeeta
Kria Entertainment
Krishna, Shailendra and Ritu 
Krishnamurhty, Vasu and Mary
Krishnamurthi, Laksham
Krishnamurthi, Sudhir and Nalini
Krishnan, Raj and Sujatha 
Kumar, Pankaj and Mahima 

Kumar, Surinder and Madhu 
Kusum Family Foundation
Lall, Kishore and Anjali 
League of Artisans
Lewis, Charles and Penny Bender 
Liebersohn, Amit
Lindholst, Nellie and Kai 
Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.
Luby, Joan
Madan & Saigal, LLC
Madhavan, Ravindrana and Kalpana
Madhok, Ajay and Chitra 
Maharashtra Foundation
Mahendroo, Vikesh and Kiran 
Malek, Ken and Dixie Spitzer 
Malhotra, Rahul
Mamey, Nelson
Mathew, Shibu 
McGuire, Fern
Med-Tech Welding & Safety Products, Inc.
Mehra, Ajit and Sunita
Mehta, Amit and Ruchi
Mehta, Sunil and Ameeta
Menon, Gopal and Manjula 
Menon, Krishnan 
Meraz,  Ron 
MFS Investment Management & Subsidiaries
Mhatre, Ravi 
Michigan State University
Mills, Charles and Kristen 
Mittal, Amrit and Shashi 
Mittal, Arun and Shubhra 
Mittal, Vibhu and Sujata
Modi, Nikhil and Rahat
Mody, Ajay and Suhani
Monga, Narinder and Chander 
Montag Family Foundation
Mora, Eric
Morgan Stanley Annual Appeal Campaign
Mosaic Event Management, Inc.
Murthy, Lata and Manohar
Nadkarni, Girish V and Katherine C 
Nagare, Vikram
Naik, Amol
Naik, Suhas and Varsha 
Nanda, Sudhir 
Nandwani, Suresh
Natarajan, Ramachandran and Mallika 
Natixis Asset Management Advisors
Nelms, David
Oberi, Neeru and Anen 
Pandit, Anurag and Avanti 
Pandit, Vivek and Hema 
Panu, Krish and Nina
Parikh, Nirav and Kavita
Parikh, Shyamal and D M 
Parlikar, Dev and Medha

Patel, Ashok and Margaret
Patel, Homi B. and Anne N. 
Penske, Roger S. 
Perlmutter, David and Haya S. 
Pitroda, Salil and Arpita 
Pope, Carl and Shahnaz Taplin
Prakash, Y.S.
Prasad, Poonam and Narayan 
Prasad, Sanjay and Deepika 
Prashant H. Fadia Foundation
Pratt, William
Prince, Marylin 
Proctor & Gamble
Radhakrishna, Radha
Radhika & Ambarish Malpani Foundation
Radiology 24/7 Nevada Inc.
Rajan, Raghuram
Ramamoorti, Sridhar and Binu
Ramamurthy, Githesh and Jamuna
Ramamurthy, Sendhil and Olga 
Ramkrishna, Jayanthi 
Rathi Family Charitable Trust
Rathi, Rajeev and Tanuja 
RBS Greenwich Capital Foundation
Reddy, Prakash and Sailaja 
Robin, Kenneth
Rose International, Inc.
Ross, Michael A. 
Sarang, Bineet and Divya 
Sarkar, Sumit and Ila
Sarma, Sahana 
Sawhney, Tia
Sen, Dinendra and Devalina
Service Thinking Inc.
Shah, Komal and Gaurav
Shah, Mansoor and Fiza
Shah, Pravin and Deena
Shah, Ramesh and Dena 
Shah-Domenicali Family Fund - The New York 
    Community Trust
Sharma, Anjali and Deven
Sharma, Shalinee 
Shastri, Arun N 
Shatto, Steven and Elizabeth
Singh, Harjinder and Parminder Jeet 
Singh, Manoj and Rita
Singh, Rajesh and Pamela 
Singh, Rajesh K. and Roberta
Sinha, Jayant 
Slusarz, Martin
Sobti, Arun and Pamela 
Socratic Learning Inc.
Sridhara, Mittu 
Starr, Michael and Pamela 
Stempel Bennet Claman & Hochberg, P.C.
Stephen, Bridgit 
Storino, John 

Sultana, Najma
Sutherland, David and Deanna
Sutherland, Eric
Tagore, Sundaram 
Tak, Mahinder K and Sharad 
Tandon, Nalini
Taplin, Riaz 
Thakkar Padmini 
Thanawalla Moyez and Pamela 
The Dow Chemical Foundation
The Northern Trust Corporation
Thomas Tony and Anija 
Thukkaram, Pandurangan 
Transpacific Intertrade Inc.
Trustey Joseph and Kristine
TTF Foundation
United Way
Vaidya, Pradeep and Renu 
Van Eck Securities Corporation
Vasan, Robert and Mary 
Veeraraghavan, Krishna and Uma 
Venkataraman, Sankaran 
Vij, Sandeep 
Vishnoi, Rohit
Viswanathan, Sriram 
VMware, Inc.
Weimer, Jill and Ian
West Coast Consulting LLC
Wilcox, Kenneth and Ruth 
Williams, Donna 
Wolsey, Mark and Sonia 
Wyatt, Michael
Yeldandi, Vijay and Anjana 
Zakin, John and Jan
Zeba West, Inc
Zebra Crossing, Inc.

Innovator 
$500 - $999
Agarwal Foundation
Agrawal, Rishi 
Ahooja, Karan 
Ahuja, Sameer 
Asia Society
Balachandran, Jay and Vanita 
Basheer, Ahmed and Radhika 
Berrington, Howard and Cheryl 
Bhalla, Suresh and Rita 
Bhandarkar, Gopal and Pratibha 
Bhargava, Samir 
Bheddah, Peter and Dorothy
Bialek, Joe 
Blakeley, D.E. and A.E. 
Bose, Sugata 
Boston Consulting Group
Bouton, Marshall 
Bozorgi, Kenny 

Brady, Terrence 
Burgess, Catherine 
Butts, Christopher  
Capoor, Ram and Fereshteh 
Chauhan, Dilip 
Chen, Lincoln C. and Martha 
Chopra, Ameet 
Clark, Cantwell and Susan
COACH Matching Gift Program
Collins, Joseph and Mary
Combined Federal Campaign
COMMERCEVELOCITY, INC.
Cox, Edward and Patricia Nixon 
Dalal, Alekh 
Dargan, Bhupinderjit S. and Savinder 
De Waele, James S and Patti 
Denuo Source
Dhanda, Satish and Manju 
Edwards, John
Fitzsimmons, Doug and Judy 
Gallopoulos, Christina and Gregory 
Ghosh, Avijit 
Gordon, Edward and Karen
Gordon, William Bingham 
Goswami, Gautam and Ipsita 
Gowboy, Andrew
Harris, Matthew
Hewlett-Packard Company
Indavest Ventures LLC
Jenkins, Harold 
Jurley, Joseph 
Kadiyala, Ravi 
Kalra, Ajit
Kamdar, Mira and Michael 
Kashyap, Vinay 
Kaur, Inder Pal and Parminder Jit
Kirpalani, Amrit 
Kontogouris-Djokic Foundation
Krull, George 
Kumar, Ashish
Kurdikar, Devdatt and Vibha 
Kurian, Joseph and Susana
Law Offices of William J. Luby
Lee, Sally
Lee, Thomas M 
Manwani, Vijay 
Marvin & Elaine/Gottlieb Family Foundation
Mehta, Vivek 
Mendola, Meredith 
Menon, Sreedhar and Saroj 
Microsoft Corporation
Morgan Stanley & Co. (World Headquarters)
Morgan, Pam 
Nair, Baldev and Geeta 
Nesbitt, Stephen R. and Carola 
Padam, Tony 
Pattada, Biddappa 

Patwa, Gautam
Perlis, Paula 
Philip, Jay
Pixaware Technologies
Prato, Patrick
Raval, Rupal
Reynolds, Reena 
Ries, Savita
Robbins, Ellen 
Rosenbloom, Lewis 
Sabherwal, Inderjit
Sacheti, Anubha and Rajeev Surati
Sacheti, Chandra and Vandana 
Saini, Sanjay and Pritinder 
Sambhi Family Trust
Sanan, Deepak and Sunita 
Selendy, Phillippe Z. and Jennifer 
Sesame Workshop
Shah, Jagdish and Trupti
Shah, Sabera and Ameer 
Shah, Yogesh
Shahane, Deepak and Jayashree 
Shapiro, James
Sharma, Sanjay
Shivdasani, Aroon and Indur 
Shivpuri, R R 
Singh, Narinder Pal and Kamaljit Kaur Bajwa
Sinha, Vijay
Smith, Daniel
Srivastava, Manish 
Surgeon, George 
Tab Construction Inc.
Theil, John 
Trikutam, Ram and Vara 
Turner, Micki
Vaid, Rahul
Virani, Azad
Vizas, Robert and Kathryn 
Voltaggio, John 
Wadhwa Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank
Wise, Arthur 
Zambole, Colleen 

AIF also thanks all of our donors who have 
contributed amounts up to $500. Their contri-
butions are appreciated greatly. A lack of space 
prevents us from acknowledging their gifts indi-
vidually.

AIF apologizes sincerely for any inadvertent 
omissions or errors in this listing of donors.

donors
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Rohit and Sagar, children of waste pickers, are the first in their family to attend school. Nidan, Patna, Bihar.  

For the generous support 
provided to the causes of AIF,

we thank
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